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Introduction 
Queensland, the "Sunshine State", is the most 
popular holiday state in Australia. 
The climate is ideal for outdoor recreation and 
the long stretch of tropical coastline offers 
something for everyone—diving, surfing, boating, 
fishing, or just relaxing in the sun. 
Queensland's most widely known tourist 
attraction is the Great Barrier Reef It extends 
over 2 300 kilometres down Queensland's east 
coast from Papua New Guinea in the north, 
south past the Tropic of Capricorn to 
Bundaberg. The Reef has a unique beauty and is 
a major drawcard for tourists, but Queensland is 
rich with places to see. The world-famous 
beaches and the surf of the Gold Coast stretch 
down to the state's southern border. The Gold 
Coast—about one hour's drive south of 
Brisbane—is a haven for those who look for 
plenty to do on their holiday. Clean white 
beaches and rolling surf front the skyscrapers 
along the esplanade at Surfers Paradise. Surfers, 
as it is known, is recognised as the focal point of 
the Gold Coast, but the coastal strip is made up 
of about twenty beach resorts, each with its own 
appeal. Jupiters Casino on the Gold Coast 
operates 24 hours a day. Other attractions 
include Sea World, with amusement rides and 
aquatic shows; Magic Mountain, another 
amusement park for the family; and Fisherman's 
Wharf where the day floats by amid shops, 
restaurants, bars, jazz bands and expensive 
yachts. Dreamworld, just 15 minutes from 
Surfers Paradise, on the Pacific Highway, is a 
holiday in itself—breathtaking rides, glimpses of 
history and the fascination of the future. The 
cool rainforest walks of the Lamington and 
Natural Bridge National Parks and the 
Tamborine Mountain area offer cool retreats in 
the Gold Coast hinterland. 
The Southport Broadwater, at the northern 
end of the Gold Coast, is dotted with boats and 
sailboards. Its sheltered waters open to the ocean 
through the Gold Coast Seaway. South 
Stradbroke Island reaches to the northern end of 
the Gold Coast and is a popular day trip venue 
and camping area. 
The Broadwater opens into Moreton Bay— 
Brisbane's own water playground. Brisbane, 
Queensland's capital city, has grown from a 
convict settlement for "the worst class of 
offenders" into a city of international style with 
a population of over one million people. 
Brisbane 
The Queensland Cultural Centre, located on 
the south bank of the Brisbane River adjacent to 
the World Expo 88 site, is a short walk from the 
city centre over the Victoria Bridge. Patrons 
have the choice of three magnificent theatres, or 
they can choose to spend a few leisurely hours 
browsing through the Queensland Museum, 
Queensland Art Gallery, or the State Library. 
Brisbane has many historic buildings both in 
the inner city and the suburbs, two botanic 
gardens and many other parks. The Sir Thomas 
Brisbane Planetarium—an education in the stars 
and solar systems—is located in the Mount 
Coot-tha Botanic Gardens. The nearby Mount 
Coot-tha Lookout— j^ust six kilometres from the 
city centre—is the place to see the urban layout 
of the Sunshiiie State's capital and take in the 
city lights. Brisbane Forest Park, reached via 
Mount Nebo Road, spreads over 25 000 hectares 
and offers scenic views of the Samford Valley, 
bushwalking and picnic facilities. 
Moreton Bay is about 20 kilometres from the 
city heart. North Stradbroke Island and Moreton 
Island shelter the bay from the ocean swells and 
form part of a chain of sand islands along the 
southern coastline. The most northerly of these 
is Fraser Island, the largest sand island in the 
world, with over 120 kilometres of beaches, 
many secluded lakes, towering rainforests and 
plenty of fish. There are several resorts on Fraser 
Island and camping is very popular, but four-
wheel-drive vehicles are needed. 
Bribie Island, an hour's drive north of 
Brisbane, is a popular spot for day trips and 
holidays. It is joined to the mainland by a road 
bridge. Bribie offers all the thrills of the 
Queensland surf on the ocean side as well as the 
quiet waters of the Pumicestone Passage on the 
mainland side for boating, sailing and fishing. 
The Sunshine Coast, just to the north of 
Bribie Island, is also a popular family holiday 
area, with a wide variety of accommodation 
facilities and activities. The 23 000 hectare 
Cooloola National Park, at the northern end of 
the Sunshine Coast, has ocean beaches, 
everglades, coloured sands, freshwater lakes and 
abundant wildlife. 
Fraser Island 
Maryborough, an industrial and commercial 
centre, is situated 21 kilometres inland from 
Hervey Bay. The city is noted for its parks and 
gardens, many established more than a century 
ago. Some of the early buildings are still in use 
and early architecture is being preserved. 
The sugar town of Bundaberg is probably best 
known for its Bundaberg Rum. It is also the 
birthplace of pioneer aviator Bert Hinkler. 
famous for his historic solo flight from England 
to Australia in 1928 and other record breaking 
exploits. From Bundaberg, the southern tip of 
the Great Barrier Reef is just 80 kilometres or 
35 minutes flight to the north-east. 
The Reef stretches from here, northwards 
along Queensland's eastern coast to Torres Strait 
and Papua New Guinea, with a total area of 
around 350 000 square kilometres—greater than 
the combined areas of Victoria and Tasmania, or 
around half the size of Texas. Built by 
underwater organisms, it is the largest structure 
on earth and attracts both domestic and overseas 
tourists. The thousands of separate reefs making 
up the main barrier shield the mainland and 
over 500 continental islands and fringing reefs. 
More than 20 major Barrier Reef resorts offer 
everything from the colourful wonder of the 
coral and marine life of the fringing reefs to the 
luxuries of first-class accommodation. The 
unique floating hotel at John Brewer Reef 72 
kilometres off Townsville, extends the Reef 
experience from a day trip to an entire holiday. 
The industrial port of Gladstone with its deep-
water harbour is 120 kilometres north of 
Bundaberg. It is one of Queensland's major 
industrial centres—an important outlet for 
Queensland coal, a producer of alumina and 
aluminium and a key power generator for South-
east Queensland. Gladstone has its own retreats 
with many sheltered beaches and offshore lies 
the Capricorn section of the Great Barrier Reef 
Marine Park which includes the Bunker Group 
islands. 
Rockhampton is located on the banks of the 
Fitzroy River and on the Tropic of Capricorn. 
Two-and-a-half million cattle graze in the 
Central Queensland region and Rockhampton is 
recognised as the beef capital of Australia. 
Grazing, farming, meat processing, coal and 
tourism are Rockhampton's main industries. The 
Capricorn Coast grows a variety of tropical fruits 
and vegetables for local and southern markets. 
Mackay has a bustling sugar industry and has 
the largest bulk sugar terminal in Australia. The 
Port of Mackay also handles nearly half 
Australia's annual coking coal exports. Central 
Queensland coal deposits contain estimated 
reserves of around 10 000 million tonnes. The 
huge trains hauling the coal are a tourist 
attraction in themselves. The lifestyle up north is 
relaxed. There are old pubs to visit, numerous 
national parks in the region and north of 
Mackay, Shute Harbour and the splendid 
Whitsunday Islands. The many islands in the 
Whitsunday group offer everything from 
luxurious hideaways and resorts for those 
wanting to live it up, to the complete seclusion 
of uninhabited islands. 
Townsville is the largest city in Australia's 
tropics. It's an important commercial centre 
servicing business and industry on the coast and 
inland as far west as the mining city of Mount 
Isa. Queensland's second casino/hotel, the 
Sheraton Breakwater, opened in Townsville in 
May 1986. James Cook University and the 
northern army base, Lavarack Barracks, are both 
here. Overseas tourists can fly direct to the 
Townsville international airport and start their 
holiday in North Queensland. The secluded bays 
of Magnetic Island are just offshore and 
Townsville's Great Barrier Reef Wonderland has 
created a living reef ecology which can be seen 
in the heart of Townsville. 
Cairns is Queensland's most northern city and 
another international gateway to the Great 
Barrier Reef The Reef lies relatively close to the 
coast here. 
Cape York Peninsula is one of the world's last 
great wildernesses. In an area one-and-a-half 
times the size of England, rugged mountains, 
rainforests, marshes and grasslands littered with 
giant anthills remain much the same as they 
were centuries ago. Access to this region is by 
off-road vehicle and careful planning is needed 
to ensure a safe trip. Visitors should seek local 
advice and make adequate preparations before 
travelling in this region. The Cape York 
Wilderness Lodge, set in rainforest just 400 
metres from the tip of the Cape, offers fishing 
trips, safaris, comfort and isolation. 
Beach camping 
The Gulf region extends from the Great 
Dividing Range in the east to the Northern 
Territory border in the west. The grasslands and 
wetlands are divided naturally into three 
regions—eastern, central and western savannahs. 
Coastal Queensland has a rich variety of 
tourist attractions which would fill a lifetime of 
discovery. This book will help choose a 
destination, tell how to get there, what there is 
to see and do, and how to enjoy coastal 
Queensland from Coolangatta to Cape York and 
around the Gulf The information, detailed maps 
and colour photographs will be a constant 
reference when holidaying in Australia's 
"Sunshine State". 
28°00' -
South-east Region 
South-east Queensland is the most heavily 
populated area of the state and the setting for 
Queensland's capital city, Brisbane—home to 
about one million people. It's a modern city 
with skyscrapers, freeways and the latest in 
residential developments. Brisbane's urban 
sprawl is immense—stretching to Moreton Bay 
and west, but most extensively to the north and 
to the south, where it adjoins the neighbouring 
cities of Redcliffe and Logan. 
Australia's favourite holiday resort—the world-
famous Gold Coast—is just 75 kilometres south 
of Brisbane, with 50 kilometres of sandy beaches 
and mountain hinterland. 
The Sunshine Coast begins less than an hour's 
drive to the north of Brisbane. A string of 
beaches and holiday resorts extends over 150 
kilometres of coastline. 
Further north, on the Sugar Coast, is the Wide 
Bay-Burnett region. The sheltered waters of 
places such as Hervey Bay have become regular 
holiday centres for families with young children. 
A chain of sand islands stretches almost from 
the southern border to just above the latitude of 
Bundaberg. The major islands are Stradbroke, 
Moreton and Fraser. They display diverse 
environments including coloured sands, 
rainforest, giant sand-dunes, sheltered bays and 
long, straight beaches. 
Inland, the land is used for agriculture, 
dairy farms, beef cattle and tropical fruit. 
Gayndah, the orange capital of Australia, is 
situated deep within the fertile Burnett Valley 
about 175 kilometres west from Maryborough. 
Toowoomba—Queensland's "Garden City"— 
sits on the crest of the Great Dividing Range 
130 kilometres west of Brisbane. It is noted for 
its beautiful parks and gardens which thrive in 
the cool mountain air. Beyond the city, to the 
west, the rich soils of the Darling Downs extend 
into outback Queensland. There are magnificent 
homesteads, fields of rustling wheat, an historic 
woolshed where the shears still click and one of 
Queensland's oldest surviving inns. 
On the Granite Belt, south of Toowoomba, 
vineyards and apple and stonefruit orchards 
grow well in Stanthorpe's cool frosty winters. 
Girraween National Park nearby features 
spectacular rock formations. The name 
Girraween is an Aboriginal one and means 
"place of wildflowers". 
Sailboarding, Gold Coast 
Climate 
The south-east region has a subtropical climate, 
with high rainfall in summer, between January 
and March. 
The average summer (November-March) 
temperatures in the coastal strip range between 
20°C and 28°C, while the winter (June-August) 
temperatures in this area fall between 10°C and 
2rc. 
Temperatures in the Granite Belt (near 
Stanthorpe) and the mountains reach an average 
high of 26°C in summer and 17°C in winter, 
with corresponding seasonal lows of 15°C and 
5°C. 
Champagne pools, Fraser Island 
How to get there 
Safe, sealed highways connect all the major 
centres in South-east Queensland. Follow the 
Pacific, New England or Newell Highways to 
enter South-east Queensland from the southern 
states or the Bruce and Burnett Highways to 
enter from the north. 
Brisbane's Transit Centre is the connection for 
rail lines to the north, west and interstate. Rail 
travellers from southern states enter this region 
on the Sydney Express or the Brisbane 
Unlimited. 
Air services operating out of Brisbane connect 
South-east Queensland with every part of 
Australia and the world. Brisbane's new airport 
is designed to cater for 10 000 arrivals and 
departures per hour. 
Where to stay 
South-east Queensland offers an extensive choice 
of accommodation including resorts, apartments, 
hotels, motels, caravan parks, camping areas, 
units, station properties and resorts. A 
comprehensive list of options can be found in 
the Royal Automobile Club of Queensland 
(RACQ) Accommodation Guide and Caravan 
and Camping Guide available through RACQ 
offices. 
Things to see 
Brisbane 
The warm, sunny climate of Brisbane, 
Queensland's capital city, encourages a lifestyle 
based on the outdoors. From outdoor restaurants 
and beer gardens to the city's many parks and 
gardens, Brisbane is designed to make the most 
of Queensland's much envied sunshine. 
Towering office blocks and a central mall 
surrounded by large shopping complexes reflect 
the busy hum of the city heart. The Brisbane 
River meanders quietly through the city, 
dividing it north-south and providing an escape 
from the pace of city life. The mountains 
bordering Brisbane's western suburbs are also a 
favourite retreat for local residents. 
The shores of Moreton Bay enclose a natural 
sheltered playground for swimming, boating and 
fishing. The surf beaches of the Sunshine Coast 
and Gold Coast holiday resort areas lie within 
an hour's drive to the north and south, 
respectively. 
While the "new" continues to dominate 
Brisbane's skyline, many of the city's historic 
buildings are being restored so that the old and 
the new exist harmoniously. Brisbane had a 
harsh beginning and was not liked by its first 
inhabitants. It was settled in 1825, when 
Lieutenant John Oxley founded the Moreton Bay 
penal colony on the banks of the Brisbane River. 
The penal settlement was disbanded in 1842 
and free settlers were allowed to move in. The 
influx of population soon brought agitation for 
separation from New South Wales and in 1859 
Queensland was proclaimed a self-governing 
colony, with its parliament meeting in Brisbane. 
On Federation in 1901, Brisbane became the 
seat of state government in Queensland. It also 
developed as a focal point for much of 
Queensland's industry, commerce and culture. 
Brisbane's neighbouring regions are mainly 
used for primary production. The Brisbane 
Valley is a rich agricultural district producing 
milk for the city market, oil-seeds and grain, 
soya beans and sorghum. There are picturesque 
country towns, all close to one of the huge 
expanses of fresh water which have given the 
area the name "Valley of Lakes". The Brisbane 
River rises in the D'Aguilar Ranges before 
flowing through the city and on into Moreton 
Bay. The giant Wivenhoe Dam, the main water 
storage for the Brisbane area and a 
producer of hydroelectricity, is also a tourist 
attraction. Cormorant Bay, next to the dam wall, 
is a favourite picnic spot and there is a 
restaurant on site for people who like a little 
more comfort. Water sports attract people to the 
other big water storages in the area including 
Atkinsons, Moogerah and Maroon dams. 
In Brisbane, tropical rainforest thrives in the 
old Botanic Gardens near the city centre and 
mangroves line the river. At the foot of Mount 
Coot-tha on the western outskirts, Brisbane's 
new Botanic Gardens feature a planetarium and 
a huge geodetic dome filled with exotic plants. 
A highlight of Brisbane's calendar each year is 
the Warana Festival. People of all ages enjoy the 
colourful street parade and outdoor activities. 
Queensland's Cultural Centre stands on the 
south bank of the river, facing the city centre. 
The complex contains the Queensland Art 
Gallery, the Queensland Museum, the State 
Library, the Performing Arts Complex and a 
restaurant—all connected by walkways. 
The Performing Arts Complex is an integral 
part of the Queensland Cultural Centre. The 
complex includes the Lyric Theatre, a venue 
expressly designed for opera and ballet, musical 
and popular stage shows; a separate Concert Hall 
for music performances; and a Studio Theatre. 
Brisbane has a cosmopolitan night-life with 
discos, theatres, restaurants, bistros and 
sophisticated night spots. Restaurants offer 
international cuisine as well as Queensland 
specialties such as Moreton Bay bugs, mud 
crabs, beef steaks and tropical fruits. 
The Redlands district south-east of Brisbane is 
famous for its red volcanic soil. Strawberries, 
fruits and vegetables are grown and the area also 
supports dairying and poultry and pig raising, 
Redlands was once the salad bowl area supplying 
Brisbane. Some fruit and vegetables are still 
grown, but urban growth is fast absorbing these 
pioneering coastal farmlands. 
Rapid residential and industrial growth also is 
taking place between Brisbane and the Gold 
Coast. The City of Logan, adjoining the Brisbane 
City Council area, is Queensland's newest city. 
Gold Coast 
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Ipswich 
A ribbon of residential and industrial 
development follows the four-lane highway west 
from Brisbane to the historic city of Ipswich. 
Ipswich is noted for its iron lace work and 
sandstone block neo-classical architecture. 
Ipswich Grammar School (established in 1863) 
was the first secondary school in Queensland and 
the Wesley Central Mission in Ipswich (built in 
1858) is the oldest continuously used church in 
the state. 
The Royal Australian Air Force's major strike 
base is located at Amberley, a western suburb of 
Ipswich. Supersonic jet fighters from Amberley 
fly over the fields of grain, fruit and vegetables 
in the rich Lockyer, Fassifern and Brisbane 
Valleys. Gatton is the centre of the black-soil 
farming area in the Lockyer Valley where huge 
irrigators water the crops during the dry periods. 
Perched on the edge of the Great Dividing 
Range around 100 kilometres west of Ipswich, 
the provincial city of Toowoomba is the 
commercial centre of the Darling Downs. 
Toowoomba is known as Queensland's "Garden 
City" and lives up to its name all year, but 
particularly in spring, when the annual Carnival 
of Flowers is held. It's a picturesque city with 
panoramic views and cool temperatures for most 
of the year. West of here, the Darling Downs 
yields a large percentage of the state's grain 
production and opens a world of history with 
places such as the Jondaryan Woolshed, where 
sheep shearing is demonstrated in the tradition 
of "click go the shears". 
The Darling Downs/southern border region 
has some features not found anywhere else in 
Queensland. The region is Queensland's leading 
apple and stonefruit growing area and also 
produces wines. It boasts many unique tourist 
attractions, such as the giant granite tors in 
Girraween National Park. The national parks in 
the area offer beautiful scenery and quiet walks. 
Some, such as Sundown National Park, have few 
facilities and no walking tracks and are suitable 
only for experienced bushwalkers. 
Sprlngbrook Falls 
Gold Coast and hinterland 
The world-famous Gold Coast is Queensland's 
second largest city, with a permanent population 
of over 120 000 which doubles during the peak 
holiday season. Australia's premier tourist area 
extends along more than 30 kilometres of surf 
beaches. There is so much to choose from— 
beaches, inland lakes and a scenic mountain 
backdrop with large areas of rainforest. 
Surfers Paradise is the centre of tourist 
activity, with its nightclubs, restaurants, shops 
and a casino that never closes. North of Surfers 
Paradise, the surf beaches continue on to Main 
Beach and The Spit. South Stradbroke Island 
shelters the boating playground of the Southport 
Broadwater and the Gold Coast Seaway provides 
access to the ocean waters. South of Surfers 
Paradise, the beach resorts stretch to the New 
South Wales border and the "Twin Towns" of 
Coolangatta and Tweed Heads. 
Gold Coast beaches are crowded at times, but 
there's always plenty of life beyond the 
beach.Commercial attractions and entertainment 
facilities include Dreamworld, Sea World, Magic 
Mountain, Fleay's Fauna Reserve and 
Currumbin Sanctuary. The shops are worth a 
stroll, with fashion boutiques and novelty shops 
in all of the coastal centres and a number of 
large shopping centres such as Pacific Fair near 
Jupiters Casino. 
The Gold Coast hinterland forms a dramatic 
contrast to the coast. The misty mountains of 
the McPherson Ranges, crystal waterfalls and 
lush rainforests, particularly in the Lamington 
National Park, add a new dimension for tourists. 
There are lots of places to visit in the Numinbah 
Valley including Natural Bridge. Purlingbrook 
Falls and Sprlngbrook. and winding roads climb 
from Beaudesert and Nerang to the wilderness 
areas of Binna Burra, O'Reilly's and Lost World 
in the Lamington National Park. Tamborine 
Mountain, between Lamington National Park 
and Brisbane, is another mountain retreat with 
views to the coast and towards Brisbane. 
The whole Scenic Rim contains some of the 
most spectacular scenery in Queensland's south-
east corner. Kilometres of walking tracks lead to 
dense rainforests, streams and waterfalls, and 
panoramic views of the Gold Coast and northern 
New South Wales. 
Sunshine Coast and hinterland 
North of Brisbane, the Sunshine Coast beaches 
stretch over 150 kilometres from Bribie Island 
north past Noosa and on through the Cooloola 
National Park to Double Island Point and 
Rainbow Beach, 
A four-lane highway from Brisbane to 
Caloundra is the lifeline to the Sunshine Coast. 
Caloundra is the largest resort centre on the 
Sunshine Coast, with rolling surf at Kings Beach, 
Moffat Beach and Dicky Beach. The protected 
waters at Bulcock Beach and Golden Beach in 
the Pumicestone Passage behind Bribie Island 
arc popular for sailboarding and children's 
swimming. 
The Glass House Mountains Tourist Drive is 
an alternative route to the Sunshine Coast, Once 
the original highway, the drive passes the ten 
monoliths known as the Glass House Mountains. 
A large prawning and fishing fleet operates out 
of the Mooloolaba Harbour, which is the 
finishing point for the annual Sydney to 
Mooloolaba Yacht Race, Holidaymakers enjoy 
the best of both worlds, with a magnificent 
surfing beach near a sheltered bay. 
The sister beach resorts of Alexandra 
Headland and Maroochydore are situated a 
short distance to the north, while Nambour—an 
important agricultural centre on the Sunshine 
Coast—lies 25 kilometres inland. 
The main highway into Nambour is dotted 
with many commercial attractions—Thrill Hill, 
Buderim Zoo and Koala Park, Teddy Bear Land, 
Forest Glen Deer Sanctuary, Super Bee, 
Macadamia Nut Factory and Sunshine 
Plantation. During the sugar cane harvest (July 
to December) cane trains rumble through town 
on their way to the Moreton Central sugar mill. 
Yandina, north of Nambour, has the world's 
largest ginger factory. Tours of the factory are 
conducted daily, 
Noosa is the best known of the beach resorts 
on the Sunshine Coast, This rugged headland has 
been declared a national park. Pastimes include 
walking through the rainforest and gorges of the 
national park, rock fishing, browsing in the shops 
in Hastings Street or relaxing on a secluded 
beach. 
The Noosa River system is best experienced 
from the water, A slow trip in a cruise boat or 
hired houseboat reveals the beauty of the 
Everglades and the huge lakes—Cootharaba 
being the largest, stretching twelve kilometres 
north-south and seven kilometres across. Much 
of the Noosa River catchment lies within the 
40 900 hectares of Cooloola National Park. The 
50 kilometre sandy beach fringing the park 
between Noosa and Double Island Point is a 
four-wheel-drive highway of discovery—cliffs of 
coloured sands, uncrowded beaches and the 
wreck of the Cherry Venture. Offroad vehicles 
use this long beach to get to Rainbow Beach and 
Fraser Island. 
Lush hinterlands complement the blue waters 
and coloured sands of the coast. The rolling 
farmlands reach down to the surf The Blackall 
Mountain Range provides inspiration for the 
weavers, potters, painters, toymakers, 
cabinetmakers and even a smithy, who display 
their art and craft in the many stores in the 
towns of Woombye, Mapleton, Flaxton, 
Montville and Maleny. 
There are three national parks in the 
hinterland—Mapleton Falls, Kondalilla Falls and 
Obi Obi Gorge. Vegetation in the national parks 
includes subtropical rainforest and at Kondalilla 
Falls there's a cliff-top swimming hole perched 
above the 80-metre-high falls. In the state forest 
areas to the west of the Blackall Range, there are 
some favourite camping locales. Booloumba 
Creek and Charlie Moreland State Forest Parks 
offer wilderness retreats with fresh-flowing creeks, 
rainforest and native wildlife. 
Lake Cootharaba 
Mooloolaba Boat Harbour 
Wide Bay-Burnett 
Maryborough has a population of over 22 000. 
The city is divided by the Mary River. 
Australia's largest sawmill is situated in 
Maryborough, which also is noted for its 
engineering works, producing mining and sugar 
cane crushing equipment and the carriages for 
Brisbane's rail electrification system. 
Local commercial crops include sugar cane, 
citrus fruits, pineapple, and cassava, which is 
used in the production of starches and ethanol. 
Set in picturesque hills, 87 kilometres south of 
Maryborough, Gympie marks the inland 
boundary of the Sunshine and Cooloola Coasts. 
It was the scene of Australia's greatest gold rush 
after James Nash discovered the precious metal 
there in 1867 and for several years the export 
revenue earned by Gympie gold supported the 
new state of Queensland. Gympie today is a 
thriving country town where colonial architecture 
is a constant reminder of the golden days. 
The Kingaroy district, to the south-west, 
produces 75 per cent of the national peanut 
crop. Navy beans and a variety of grain crops 
also grow in large quantities. The Bjelke-Petersen 
Dam will supply water for farming in the area. The 
Tarong Power Station, located 15 kilometres 
south of Nanango, produces 14 000 megawatts of 
electricity when operating at peak capacity and is 
capable of generating half of Queensland's 
electricity needs. 
Hervey Bay is a popular coastal resort, 34 
kilometres north-east of Maryborough, The bay 
is protected by the northern end of Fraser Island 
and the city of Hervey Bay is well known for its 
quiet, friendly and relaxing atmosphere. The 
climate and the protected waters of this part of 
Queensland's coastline attract families who 
holiday by the water and enjoy a multitude of 
water-related activities including fishing, boating, 
sailing, diving, swimming and windsurfing. 
Accommodation is available to suit all 
budgets. Hervey Bay has extensive parks 
and camping grounds located around the 
bay. There are hotels, motels, units, holiday flats 
and award-winning resorts. 
Fishermen are well catered for, with plenty of 
boat ramps, bait and tackle shops and boat hire 
available. The 1.4 kilometre Urangan pier—built 
almost 70 years ago for sugar loading—is a 
popular fishing spot. 
The wide variety of attractions include 
museums, botanic gardens, shark displays, 
aquariums, art galleries, wildlife parks, shell 
displays and a variety of souvenir outlets. Many 
daily activities are available such as day trips, 
safaris, diving, coral viewing, reef fishing and 
tours of Woody and Fraser Islands. 
Bundaberg 
Bundaberg, on the south bank of the Burnett 
River, is a slepping-off point for islands at the 
southern end of the Great Barrier Reef where 
visitors can snorkel, or see the coral and the 
marine life by walking on the reefs at low tide. 
Lady Elliot Island is the closest to the 
mainland at this point. It has an airstrip for light 
aircraft and the flying time from Bundaberg is 35 
minutes. Boats also provide access to and from 
Lady Elliot. Highspeed catamarans reach Lady 
Musgrave Island, a short distance further away, 
in just over two hours. 
Egg laying 
Over 48 000 people live in the Bundaberg 
metropolitan area with a further 56 000 in the 
surrounding districts. 
Settlement in the Bundaberg area commenced 
with grazing properties in the hinterland in the 
second half of the nineteenth century. Logging, 
sugar and dairying industries were soon 
established. Bundaberg was named in 1867 by 
combining "bunda", the name of an Aboriginal 
elder, and "burg", the Saxon word for town. 
Navigation on the Burnett River was 
necessary to support the sawmilling industry and 
the copper mining inland at Mount Perry. 
Fishing trawlers, international cruisers and yachts 
now ply this tranquil river flowing through the 
city's heart, while countless water birds make 
their home in its quiet upper reaches. 
By the turn of the century, Bundaberg had 
become a major sugar producing region. 
Bundaberg today is surrounded by a sea of sugar 
cane—around one-fifth of Australia's sugar is 
grown here. There are several sugar mills in the 
Bundaberg area. The sugar mill at Millaquin, 
close to the city centre, is the only place in 
Australia where the entire sugar producing 
process can be seen in one spot. Sugar cane is 
grown, crushed and refined at the mill. Further 
processing produces the world-famous Bundaberg 
Rum, golden syrup, treacle and industrial 
alcohol. The area is noted for its production and 
bulk export of raw sugar and molasses and has 
become a salad bowl area, producing large crops 
of tomatoes, avocados, pineapples and beans. 
Bert Hinkler, a famous early Australian 
aviator and the first person to fly solo from 
England to Australia, is Bundaberg's most 
famous son. His English home was transported 
from its original site at Southampton and rebuilt 
brick by brick in the Botanic Gardens at North 
Bundaberg. 
The Port of Bundaberg near the mouth of the 
Burnett River has bulk-handling facilities for 
sugar, petroleum, molasses and fertiliser. The 
original lighthouse for the port has been 
relocated at Burnett Heads. 
Bargara Beach almost directly east of 
Bundaberg is the area's top seaside resort. The 
beaches are among the most northerly of the 
stinger-free beaches and with their warm water 
temperatures, invite year-round swimming. The 
well known Moore Park surf beach is located 21 
kilometres north of the city. 
Mon Repos Environmental Park, just north of 
Bargara, is Australia's largest and most accessible 
turtle rookery. From November to March 
loggerhead, leatherback and flatback turtles 
(unique to Australia), come ashore in their 
hundreds to lay their eggs in the low dunes at 
the lop of the beach. 
Cania Gorge, Mount Walsh and Auburn River 
National Parks in the Burnett hinterland, expose 
the intense variations in Queensland's 
landscapes. Features range from ochre cliff faces, 
old gold mines, rapids and rock pools to 
waterfalls, rainforest and open bushland. The 
mountaineering and rock climbing at Mount 
Walsh National Park are among Australia's best. 
Nearby Mount Woowoonga Forestry Reserve has 
extensive areas of rainforest. Facilities are 
provided for bushwalkers and picnickers. Just to 
the west, the flooded twin volcanic craters 
forming the Coalstoun Lakes make up 
Queensland's smallest national park. 
Mount Perry was once a rich copper mining 
area. Long since closed down as a mining 
concern, it is still picturesque and is famed for 
the nearby Boolboonda Tunnel, hewn from solid 
granite and the largest non-supported man-made 
tunnel in the southern hemisphere. Originally 
constructed for railway use, the tunnel is now 
home to a colony of bats. 
The town of Gin Gin is noted for its wide 
beautiful streets and friendly hospitality. The 
Fred Haigh Dam and Lake Monduran are 
situated on the Kolan River just 24 kilometres 
north of Gin Gin. Lake Monduran is 
Queensland's second largest man-made body of 
water, holding one-and-a-half times the volume 
of Sydney Harbour. It is a popular water skiing 
and sailing resort. 
Childers was settled in the 1850s and still 
proudly displays many historic buildings and 
gracious old homes. Sugar cane, avocados and a 
number of small crops are grown in the rich 
volcanic soil around the town. 
The islands 
A chain of sand islands, including Eraser 
Island—the largest sand island in the world—lie 
off the southern Queensland coast. The complete 
line of islands, from south to north, are South 
Stradbroke, North Stradbroke, Moreton, Bribie 
and Eraser. North Stradbroke and Moreton 
Islands form an eastern barrier between the open 
ocean and Moreton Bay, while the northern end 
of Eraser Island forms Hervey Bay with the 
mainland. 
There are a further 365 islands within 
Moreton Bay. The majority of these islands are 
composed entirely of sand. The sand originated 
from the highland country of northern New 
South Wales and was carried to sea by local 
rivers, then moved north by ocean currents to be 
deposited off the southern Queensland coast 
millions of years ago. It is estimated that around 
half a million cubic metres of sand are washed 
north past the Gold Coast each year. 
South Stradbroke Island is largely uninhabited, 
but designated areas are set aside for campers. 
Tipplers Resort is situated south of the 
Jumpinpin Bar. 
North Stradbroke Island is known in 
Aboriginal culture as "minjerriba" meaning 
"giant in the sun" and is about 40 kilometres 
long and 10 kilometres wide at its northernmost 
point. 
Vehicular ferries from the mainland provide a 
regular service to Dunwich on the western side 
of the island. A ferry to Kooringal on Moreton 
Island leaves Amity daily. 
Myora Springs, north of Dunwich, is a cool, 
refreshing spot for a picnic and the starting point 
for a forest walk to Brown Lake—a popular 
water skiing and swimming spot just over five 
kilometres away. Both Brown Lake and Blue 
Lake can be reached by vehicle from Dunwich. 
An off-road vehicle is needed to complete the 
journey to Blue Lake, or alternatively, visitors 
can park and cover the last 2.7 kilometres on 
foot. Designated areas are available to campers. 
Point Lookout, North Stradbroke Island's 
most north-easterly point, is a picturesque rocky 
headland noted for its surfing and fishing 
beaches. In good weather, the area is ideal for 
snorkelling and scuba diving and there are 
secluded beaches for relaxing in the sun. Main 
Beach is a ribbon of sand stretching 35 
kilometres along the island's east coast. The 
northern, southern and eastern shores of the 
island are fringed by swamps dominated by 
sword grass, paperbarks and swamp mahogany. 
Koalas feed in the swamp mahogany trees. 
Moreton Island is 35 kilometres from 
Brisbane. Highspeed catamarans cater for 
daytrippers. A number of vehicular ferries 
service the island, but driving on the island is 
only possible in off-road vehicles. There are two 
privately owned airstrips on the island. 
Tangalooma is the main resort, about halfway 
up the west coast. Self-contained unit 
accommodation is available at Tangalooma, 
Kooringal and Bulwer. Six kilometres north of 
Kooringal lie the wind-swept Big and Little 
Sandhills. The Big Sandhills rise to about 80 
metres, while the Little Sandhills are lower and 
stretch across the island. Another major sandhill 
area. The Desert, is south of Tangalooma. 
Moreton Island's ocean beach is backed by 
grassy dunes and occasional cliffs of coloured 
sands. The reefs and waters around the island 
support a diverse population of marine life 
including beautiful coral formations. The fishing 
is great and experienced divers will enjoy the 
bonus of exploring the wrecks of the many ships 
which have been driven aground. 
Bribie Island is a family holiday resort. It's 
accessible by road and offers both the calm 
waters of the Pumicestone Passage and the 
pounding surf at Skirmish Point. Bribie Island is 
connected to the mainland by bridge. The island 
has a large permanent population and is within 
commuter distance from Brisbane. 
Wrecks, Moreton Island 
Wreck, Eraser Island 
Eraser Island, the world's largest sand island, 
is 123 kilometres long, an average of 14 
kilometres wide and covers an area of 184 000 
hectares. The complex wilderness environment 
attracts visitors from all over the world. 
The island's natural features include long 
stretches of wide sandy beach, magnificent 
coloured sand cliffs, giant sand-dunes, some of 
which reach a height of 230 metres, rocky 
headlands, scenic creeks, unique perched lakes 
which include Lake Boomanjin, the largest lake 
of this type in the world, beautiful window lakes 
which are formed when the shifting sand drops 
below the water table and diverse plant life, 
ranging from low heathlands to tall forests and 
luxurious rainforest. 
This natural wonder has been recognised for 
its unique qualities and has been placed on the 
Australian Heritage Commission's Register of the 
National Estate. The majority of the island is 
Crown land, national park and state forest 
reserve. 
Tourist centres have been established at 
Orchid Beach, Cathedral Beach, Happy Valley, 
Eurong Beach and Dilli Village. Motorised 
transport on the island is restricted to off-road 
vehicles, which are available for hire at Noosa, 
Rainbow Beach and Hervey Bay. Cruises and 
vehicular barges operate from Hervey Bay, Mary 
River Heads and Inskip Point north of Rainbow 
Beach. There is a light-aircraft landing strip on 
the island and the wide beaches are used as 
natural landing strips. A National Parks and 
Wildlife Service or Forestry permit is needed to 
visit or camp in undeveloped areas on Eraser 
Island. 
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Capricorn Region 
Tourists can enjoy a variety of activities in the 
Capricorn region—from holidaying at the resort 
islands of the Great Barrier Reef to touring the 
extensive coal mining areas, gemfields and 
western cattle raising districts. 
The wide sandy beaches and rocky headlands 
of the Capricorn Coast are backed by the low 
hills of the hinterland. Delicious tropical fruits 
grow in abundance. 
The main centre is Rockhampton, situated on 
the Tropic of Capricorn with a population of 
approximately 150 000. The city is often 
described as the capital of Queensland's beef 
industry. Early architecture is preserved in some 
of the city's historic buildings. 
Gold was discovered at Canoona, 60 
kilometres north of Rockhampton, around 1858. 
Further gold discoveries were made and the 
mining of gold and copper at Mount Morgan 
provided the major boost to the district's 
economy. The isolated community was desperate 
for improved transport, being totally dependent 
on shipping until the rail link to Brisbane was 
completed in 1903. 
Approximately 160 000 people live in this 
district with its rich natural resources, vast 
agricultural development and grazing lands. The 
possibility of striking it rich fossicking in the 
gemfields, the delectable seafood, white coral 
beaches and a warm friendly welcome are all 
part of the attraction. 
Some 80 kilometres south of Rockhampton is 
the industrial port of Gladstone, a major outlet 
for Queensland's coal and the alumina and 
aluminium produced there. 
Gladstone is a departure point for some of the 
many islands in the Capricorn Bunker Group. 
Holidays can include scenic drives, day trips by 
launch, lazy days on the beach or even a cattle 
round-up. 
Climate 
The Capricorn region enjoys a subtropical 
climate. Average summer daytime temperature is 
3rC, falling to 19°C overnight. Winter days still 
average a moderate 23°C to 12°C. 
The average annual rainfall for the area is 858 
millimetres, most of it falling in the early part of 
the year. Daily average sunshine in mid-summer 
(January) is 8.1 hours. The winter daily average 
(July) is 8.0 hours. October is the month with 
the greatest daily average of 9.7 hours of 
sunshine. 
How to get there 
Daily domestic flights from Brisbane land at 
both Rockhampton and Gladstone and it is 
possible to come from Brisbane by train most 
days of the week. Travelling time to Gladstone 
is under twelve hours by train with 
Rockhampton just a couple of hours more. 
Driving time from Brisbane is around seven 
hours to Gladstone and eight hours to 
Rockhampton. Don't forget to add a little time 
for rest stops along the way. 
By coach, Gladstone is just over nine hours 
from Brisbane and Rockhampton under eleven 
hours. 
Where to stay 
There is quite a choice of accommodation in the 
Capricorn region, from international resorts, 
hotels and motels to caravan parks and camping 
grounds. 
Snorkelling, Lady Musgrave Island 
Things to see 
Gladstone 
Gladstone, a small sleepy township just over 20 
years ago, has grown into a major industrial city. 
This rapid expansion has been planned carefully 
to integrate Gladstone's industries into the 
natural environment. Gladstone has tree-lined 
streets, attractive parks and gardens, landscaped 
industrial areas and an extensive recreational 
green belt. Housing varies from the grand old 
colonial style in the older parts of the city to 
ultra-modern in the newer suburbs, and residents 
are only minutes away from beautiful sandy 
beaches. 
Gladstone's natural, deep-water harbour is the 
busiest in Aqstralia. It is strategically located as 
a port for the massive mining, pastoral and 
agricultural resources of Central Queensland. 
More than 20 million tonnes of cargo are 
handled at the port each year. The major 
commodities exported are coal, alumina, grain, 
clinker-cement and aluminium. Imports consist 
of bauxite from Weipa on the west coast of Cape 
York Peninsula, caustic soda, fuel oil and 
petroleum products. 
Gladstone Harbour is the finishing port for the 
famous Brisbane to Gladstone yachting classic 
held every Easter. This coincides with the annual 
Harbour Festival which now includes the start of 
the Gladstone to Hamilton Island yacht race. 
The harbour also has excellent facilities for 
yachtsmen and small-craft owners. .At Auckland 
Point on the southern shore of the harbour, 
adjacent to the city, 50 hectares are set aside for 
a marina development with moorings for 600 to 
800 vessels, making it the largest marina in the 
southern hemisphere. 
The Gladstone Powerhouse is Queensland's 
biggest—producing half of the state's power 
needs and consuming 3.7 million tonnes of coal 
each year. The alumina plant at Gladstone is the 
world's largest, with an annual maximum 
capacity of 2.7 million tonnes. 
Queensland Alumina Ltd (which operates the 
plant for a consortium of four international 
companies) supplies all or part of the alumina 
for smelting operations at Kurri Kurri and 
Tomago in New South Wales, Bell Bay in 
Tasmania, Bluff" in New Zealand and the west 
coast of Canada and the United States. A 
conveyor belt transports part of the alumina 
output nine kilometres to the smelter at Boyne 
Island. This smelter has a rated annual capacity 
of 206 000 tonnes of aluminum. 
Boyne Island, on the Boyne River, has grown 
into a thriving town following the establishment 
of the smelter. The twin towns of Boyne Island 
and Tannum Sands offer a quiet get-away-from-
it-all holiday. This area is well known for 
flowering trees, parklands and unspoilt beaches. 
Quoin Island is a five kilometre ferry ride 
from Gladstone. It has a natural bush setting, 
native fauna and flora and picnic and barbeque 
facilities. On the opposite side of the harbour is 
Curtis Island, a short cruise from Gladstone. It 
is a sanctuary for parakeets and kangaroos which 
can be hand fed. The beach is not only favoured 
by swimmers, but is also a hatchery of the rare 
flatback turtle during the nesting season from 
November to March. 
Auckland Point Lookout gives excellent views 
of the harbour and adjacent islands. Scenic views 
of Gladstone are one of the pleasures of the 30 
kilometre tourist route beginning at the 
information centre in Goondoon Street. Barneys 
Point, Pikes Crossing, Calliope Bridge and 
Catfish Creek on the Calliope-Biloela road are 
some of the picnic spots in the area. Joyflights 
cover the huge industrial complexes, the 
harbour, massive open-cut mines, beautiful 
coastline, coral reefs and islands. 
The Great Barrier Reef is fairly close to the 
coast at this point and Masthead, Heron and 
Lady Musgrave Islands as well as the nearby 
Rock Cod shoals are offshore attractions. 
Visitors can see the islands on a day trip or 
stay and camp overnight. Charter vessels take 
fishing parties to Swain Reefs further out to sea. 
The Capricorn-Bunker Group is another inviting 
destination for boat trips—offering snorkelling, 
reef walking and underwater viewing. 
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Island transport 
Seventeen Seventy, south of Gladstone, is a 
seaside resort with historic significance. 
Captain James Cook made his second landing 
on the Australian mainland at this point in May 
1770. A cairn marks the spot near the town, 
which is named in honour of Cook's landing. 
The nearby township of Agnes Waters is a haven 
for surfing and fishing enthusiasts and water 
sports are a major attraction at Turkey Beach, a 
little further up the coast. 
Awoonga Dam, a large reservoir upstream on 
the Boyne River, is well appointed with picnic 
and barbeque areas and a kiosk. A caravan park 
offers overnight vans and camping, and the dam 
is excellent for catamarans and sailboards. 
Mount Larcom, west of Gladstone, presents a 
challenging day's climb for the adventurous 
bushwalker. From Gladstone, outback tours can 
be arranged to the Calliope Tablelands, gemfields 
and Carnarvon Gorge or through the many 
rainforests in this area. 
Rockhampton 
Rockhampton lies on the Tropic of Capricorn 
and beside Queensland's largest river, the 
Fitzroy. It is considered to be the capital and 
cultural and educational centre of Central 
Queensland. Founded in 1854, many of the city's 
beautiful historic buildings have been listed by 
the National Trust for preservation. 
The discovery of gold at Canoona, 48 
kilometres north, helped to accelerate the early 
growth of Rockhampton. The gold at Canoona 
soon petered out. but further strikes were made 
at Bouldcrcombc and Mount Morgan. Today, 
grazing, farming, meat processing, coal and 
tourism are Rockhampton's main industries. 
Two-and-a-half million cattle graze in the 
Central Queensland region and Rockhampton is 
recognised as the beef capital of Australia. The 
cattle are mainly brahman or a mixture of 
brahman and hereford known as braford. These 
cattle are able to withstand tropical conditions 
more easily than the pure European breeds. 
Rockhampton has two of Australia's largest 
meat-processing and exporting facilities. 
Pineapples, pawpaws, bananas and other fruits 
and vegetables for local, southern and overseas 
markets are grown in Rockhampton's coastal 
area, the Capricorn Coast. Yarwun, just north of 
Gladstone, has built a wide reputation for its 
pawpaws and other tropical fruit. Grain and 
fodder crops arc grown near Rockhampton and 
in the central highlands around Emerald. Cotton 
and a variety of other crops are grown in the 
Callide Valley to the south. 
Central Queensland has one of the largest 
known deposits of coal with estimated reserves 
around 10 000 million tonnes. Open-cut and 
underground coal mines produce massive 
amounts of coking coal for the world steel 
industry'. 
There are 12 major mining centres in the 
region using huge draglines to remove the 
overburden at a rate of 200 tonnes per bite. The 
draglines, each weighing around 6 600 tonnes, 
are among the biggest in the world. Some of the 
world's finest steaming coal is mined at Blair 
Athol. Massive coal trains haul the coal to the 
Port of Gladstone. 
Copper and gold mined at Mount Morgan, 
one of the largest man-made holes in the world, 
have boosted the state's economy. Salt and pure 
limestone are produced in large quantities in the 
area. 
Processing plants for the fishing industry serve 
local, state and interstate markets producing such 
delicacies as mud crabs, barramundi, coral trout, 
emperor, scallops and prawns. 
Tourism is well catered for in the 
Rockhampton region with accommodation 
ranging through international resorts, hotels/ 
motels, units, caravan parks and camping 
grounds. The first stop for many visitors to 
Rockhampton is the Tropic of Capricorn Spire 
and the adjacent information centre. 
The Fitzroy River Barrage, upstream from the 
city, was completed in 1970 for $6 000 000 
to protect the upper reaches of the river 
from seawater contamination. It holds back 65 
kilolitres of fresh water for domestic and 
industrial use and provides an aquatic 
playground which is the local venue for water 
skiing, boating and fishing. 
The Capricorn Coast, with 48 kilometres of 
beaches, is just 35 minutes by car from 
Rockhampton along either Emu Park Road or 
Yeppoon Road. The Iwasaki International Resort 
is situated near Yeppoon, a popular sailing and 
swimming spot. Cooee Bay is the site of the 
annual world cooee championships. 
Daytrippers will find ample barbeque facilities 
at the main beaches while Mulambin Beach is a 
popular camping area. Churchill Lookout at Emu 
Park features one of the region's most intriguing 
attractions. The "Singing Ship" was constructed 
as a memorial to Captain Cook and is designed 
to "sing" in the prevailing winds. 
Coral viewing 
Inland 
Blackwater is known as the coal capital of 
Queensland and provides steaming coal for the 
Gladstone powerhouse as well as coking coal for 
export. 
Emerald, the main centre in the grain growing 
belt, has great eating places and plenty of 
accommodation. The Emerald Railway Station, 
Pioneer Cottage and Museum are all well worth 
a visit. Fairbairn Dam, south of Emerald, creates 
the largest man-made lake in Queensland with 
spectacular views across the water. 
More than 80 per cent of the world's 
sapphires are found in the area bounded by the 
towns of Anakie, Sapphire and Rubyvale and the 
Willows gemfields. A number of underground 
mines in the area are open to visitors and large 
areas have been set aside for tourists interested 
in doing their own fossicking. 
Carnarvon National Park, about 100 
kilometres south of RoUeston, attracts large 
numbers of campers all year round. Permits 
must be obtained to camp in the national park 
as the number of campers allowed into the park 
at any one time is limited. The walks through 
the gorge lead to some magnificent features 
including the towering sandstone cliffs, Moss 
Gardens, Amphitheatre, Aboriginal Art Galleries 
and native wildlife. The road into the gorge is 
not recommended for cars with caravans and is 
sometimes impassable after rain. 
A scenic drive through the hinterland provides 
breathtaking views of pineapple farms and the 
coastal beaches. 
Visiting all the attractions in the Capricorn 
region would take some time. The old Glenmore 
homestead is a fine example of the many historic 
buildings in the area—some dating back to the 
late 1850s. Museum displays include vintage 
cars and machinery, collections of gems and 
artefacts and hundreds of clocks and timepieces. 
The crocodile farm at Karooma near Emu Park 
provides a unique holiday experience. 
The Olsens Caves, 23 kilometres north of 
Rockhampton are unique in that they are located 
above the level of the outer ground. Both 
Cammoo and Olsens dry limestone caves are 
believed to be part of an ancient coral reef At 
Mount Hay, 41 kilometres south-west of 
Rockhampton, ancient thundereggs are sought 
after by fossickers. 
The Reef 
Several resort islands and coral cays in the 
Bunker Group lie off the Capricorn Coast. 
Lady Elliot Island has a resort which can 
accommodate up to 100 people and offers a 
choice of cabin or tent accommodation. Only 
limited camping is allowed. Visitors spend their 
days snorkelling and swimming and at low tide, 
reef walking to see the coral. 
North Keppel Island offers several standards 
of accommodation within a wildlife sanctuary. In 
the appropriate season, turtles can be seen 
nesting and giant whales playing not far offshore. 
Permits are available for camping holidays on 
Masthead, North West and Tryon Islands. 
Great Keppel Island is situated 48 kilometres 
north-east of Rockhampton and has 17 different 
beaches. Middle Island, close to Great Keppel, 
has an underwater observatory where living 
coral, colourful tropical fish and a sunken 
Taiwanese junk can be seen. 
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Mackay Region 
Mackay, 975 kilometres north of Brisbane, has a 
population of over 100 000 but still boasts large 
open spaces, tree-filled parks and canefields close 
to the city. 
Shady Queen's Park near the city centre is 
graced with an orchid house. Mulherin Park at 
the Mackay Harbour features a children's 
playground and barbeque areas shaded by groves 
of coconut palms. Harbour Beach is just across 
the road. 
The coast and the islands can be seen from 
Mount Bassett Lookout, along Harbour Road. 
Many of the coastal features were named by 
Captain Cook in 1770, including Point Slade 
(now called Slade Point), Cape Conway, Cape 
Hillsborough and Cape Palmerton. 
There are more than 100 tropical islands off 
the Mackay-Whitsunday Coast and Mackay is 
the base for many cruise operators touring the 
Great Barrier Reef and offshore islands. Airlie 
Beach and Shute Harbour on the coast from 
Proserpine are the major jumping-off points for 
Whitsunday adventures. 
Seven of the islands have been developed into 
tourist resorts, each with its own style, but most 
remain in their natural state and are declared 
national parks. The island resorts offer 
everything from bushwalks and beaches to 
superb cuisine and cabarets. 
There are a number of excellent resort islands 
close to Mackay including Brampton (only 45 
minutes away), Lindeman, Dent, South Molle 
and Hamilton. These are complemented by a 
variety of resorts on the mainland. 
Anglers in Mackay have the choice of fishing 
in the rivers, estuaries, off the beaches or out at 
the Reef The reef fish include coral trout, 
groper, mackerel, parrot fish, red emperor, scarlet 
perch and sweetlip. Bream, flathead, grunter, 
trevally, whiting and yellowtail are caught in the 
river. 
Captain John Mackay originally settled near 
Mackay in 1862 after leading a party from New 
South Wales up through Queensland in search of 
new grazing land. Captain Mackay established 
"Greenmount" near a river which he named the 
Mackay. As a river further to the north had 
already been given that name, the governor of 
Queensland changed the name to the Pioneer 
River. The small settlement on the river bank 
was named Mackay. By 1866, the settlement had 
moved downstream to its present location and 
was designated a port. 
Today, the historical Greenmount homestead 
stands as a record of that period. Visitors are 
treated to a display of antique furniture, period 
clothes, toys and farm implements used by the 
pioneers. 
SOUTH\PACIFIC OCEAN 
Mackay grew rapidly and by 1865 the town 
was laid out—a post office and a customs house 
had been built. Both the customs house and the 
Commonwealth Bank building have been 
classified by the National Trust. Mackay has a 
number of old buildings which have been 
beautifully restored and maintained. 
Just ten years after the first sugar cane was 
harvested in 1865, the Mackay area had 20 sugar 
mills. Eight are still operating today, including 
Pleystowe Mill, which began crushing in 1869. 
The cane fires provide a spectacle which attracts 
many visitors during the crushing season from 
June to December. The bulk sugar terminal at 
Mackay Harbour is the largest in Australia. 
Sugar is one of Australia's major primary 
industry exports. 
The major industry in the Mackay region is 
coal mining, with 47 per cent of Australia's 
annual exports of coking coal coming from the 
Bowen Basin inland from Mackay. Huge trains— 
stretching two kilometres and drawn by up to 
five locomotives—haul the coal 300 kilometres 
from the Bowen Basin mines to Hay Point. Here 
the coal is stockpiled and then conveyed on a 
steel-cored belt along a jetty and through a 
mechanised shiploader onto a ship. The twin 
ports of Hay Point and Dalrymple Bay form one 
of the largest coal-exporting complexes in the 
world. 
Climate 
The Mackay region has an average maximum 
temperature of 26°C and an average minimum of 
17°C. 
Average daily sunlight hours in January reach 
7.5 hours, rising to 8.6 hours in July (winter). 
October is the month with the highest number of 
sunlight hours, with a daily average of 9.8 hours. 
Winter months are relatively dry. Most of the 
annual rainfall of 2 000 millimetres falls during 
summer. 
How to get there 
Actual driving time from Brisbane to Mackay is 
less than 16 hours. Mackay is located on the 
National Route I, the Bruce Highway, and is 
fully serviced by coaches. There are many daily 
coach services to the area from Brisbane as well 
as from other major centres to the north and to 
the west. 
The Sunlander and Queenslander rail services 
stop at Mackay regularly from the north and the 
south. 
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Where to stay 
A complete range of accommodation is available. 
Resorts, hotels, motels, holiday apartments, 
caravan parks, camping grounds, units, flats and 
cabins are located throughout the region. 
Things to see 
Northern beaches 
The resorts of Black's Beach, Dolphin Heads, 
Eimeo, Bucasia and Shoal Point are grouped in 
the northern beaches, north of Mackay. The 
wide sandy beaches and shaded picnic areas 
make this a favourite area for family outings. 
North of Mackay is the seaside town of 
Seaforth and the Hibiscus Coast. A launch leaves 
the Victor Creek boat ramp near Seaforth three 
times a week for Newry Island just ten minutes 
away. The 44 hectare Newry Island National 
Park is a koala habitat and the shores offer good 
fishing and oystering. 
The Hibiscus Coast includes Cape 
Hillsborough Tourist Resort, Halliday Bay 
Resort and the town of Ball Bay. Cape 
Hillsborough, a 700 hectare national park, has 
wide swimming beaches and a number of tracks 
wind through the tropical rainforest. This park 
features camping sites, cabins, units, flats, a 
caravan park and a well stocked local store. 
There is also a camping ground at Halliday Bay, 
where the century-old cottage constructed in 
local rock by Captain Halliday has been fully 
restored. 
West from Mackay, the canefields give way to 
the Eton Range. Kinchant Dam, near Eton, at 
the base of the range, offers swimming, skiing, 
birdwatching and picnic sites. Lake Elphinstone 
is another place to camp and picnic. This whole 
region is known as the Bowen Basin—the 
location of the newly built mining townships of 
Glenden, Moranbah and Dysart. The size of the 
trucks and mining equipment in the great open-
cut mines is staggering. Clermont, Emerald and 
Sapphire on the goldfields and gemfields of the 
central highlands offer people the chance to do 
their own digging. 
Sarina is a 45 minute drive south from 
Mackay, surrounded by a landscape of canefields 
and cattle properties. It is the home of the 
Australian National Power Alcohol Co. Pty Ltd, 
which converts molasses produced at local sugar 
mills into ethyl alcohol. This is exported and 
used in a wide variety of products, including 
Japanese saki. 
Eight beaches lie within ten minutes of Sarina. 
They are Half Tide, Salonika, Grasstree, 
Campwin, Sarina, Freshwater Point, Armstrongs 
and McEwens. 
Surrounded by fields of sugar cane, Carmila is 
situated 183 kilometres south of Mackay. The 
old-style country pub is a pleasant stop for a 
refreshing drink. 
Clairview, 52 kilometres further on, is a good 
spot for fishing and crabbing. The highway, the 
main railway line and the ocean are closer 
together here than at any other point between 
Brisbane and Cairns. St Lawrence, 28 kilometres 
south, is another coastal town frequented by 
anglers. 
Bowen 
Bowen is situated in the dry tropics with an 
annual rainfall below 1 000 millimetres and 
most of that falls between December and March. 
There are many kilometres of sweeping 
beaches—Queens Beach and Kings Beach are 
well known. Small secluded bays dotting the 
coast are great for escaping the crowds. 
Coral reefs fringe offshore islands and can be 
seen at low tide. A spectacular coral reef with 
myriads of colourful fish and corals is 50 metres 
offshore. Charter boats visit the Great Barrier 
Reef the Whitsundays and nearby Stone Island. 
The variety of birdlife makes birdwatching a 
popular pastime in the many national parks in 
the area. Fossickers are attracted to the Bowen 
region as it abounds in semi-precious stones. 
Bowen is a salad bowl area with over 
5 million packages of fruit and vegetables 
dispatched annually. The many delights include 
tomatoes, rockmelons, capsicums, chillies and 
the famous Bowen special mango. Cattle raising 
is also prominent together with railway 
maintenance, coking coal works, coal mining and 
fishing. Bowen's salt production by solar 
evaporation is the only process of its kind in 
Australia. 
Airlie Beach, the main resort centre on the 
Whitsunday Coast, has a relaxed village-style 
atmosphere, a wide selection of accommodation, 
a great variety of boutiques and first-class dining. 
Airlie Beach offers access to the Whitsunday 
Coast and also has other local attractions 
including Sundowner trail rides, Mandalay Coral 
Gardens, the Heirloom Doll Museum and Flame 
Tree Grove. Several sailing and diving trips set 
out daily from Airlie Beach, although the 
majority of Whitsunday Island cruises operate 
from Shute Harbour. Airlie Beach and Shute 
Harbour are mainland bases for all kinds of 
offshore activities, from fishing excursions to 
cruises to island resorts. 
At the end of a day in the sun, there are 
plenty of places to relax and enjoy the night-life. 
The hours drift away in quiet bars and 
restaurants while a variety of night spots offer an 
unmistakable "Airlie Beach rage". Over 20 
restaurants located between Shute Harbour and 
Cannonvale provide a diversity of gastronomic 
delights. Many specialise in fresh seafood. 
The Whitsunda}' Coast has grown from a 
collection of holiday hamlets to an 
internationally recognised resort centre, 
surrounded bv luxuriant rainforest. 
Whitsunday Passage 
Shute Harbour 
Proserpine and the Whitsunday region 
Proserpine is the centre of a vast sugar growing 
area and serves as the commercial heart and 
gateway to the Whitsunday Coast, just 22 
kilometres away. 
The Proserpine sugar mill is one of the most 
modern in the southern hemisphere. Guided 
tours through the mill during the cane harvest 
season (June to November) show people the 
stages of sugar production. The local bus 
company offers sugar cane tours between July 
and October. These half-day tours include a 
drive through cane plantations, an explanation of 
the industry and a guided tour of the mill. 
Conway at the mouth of the Proserpine River 
is a favourite spot for Proserpine residents. It 
has a caravan park, shelter sheds, barbeque and 
picnic facilities and a long, clean beach. The 
estuary attracts prawners and fishermen as well 
as people who just want to enjoy the sun and 
sea. 
Cedar Creek Falls are just a little way off" the 
Conway Beach Road. These spectacular falls are 
set in dense rainforest and cascade for most of 
the year. Deep mountain pools at the falls invite 
a refreshing swim and further up the creek are a 
number of smaller swimming holes. 
Myrtle Creek on the road from Proserpine to 
the town of Whitsunday is a meandering palm-
lined waterway. Whitsunday incorporates 
Cannonvale, a fast developing residential area 
just 21 kilometres from Proserpine, the 
acclaimed resort centre Airlie Beach, and 
Shutehaven on the magnificent Shute Harbour. 
The quiet beachfront at Cannonvale has several 
restaurants and a small store and is a regular 
weekend picnic spot. Boats of all kinds moor 
here during winter, adding a colourful 
cosmopolitan atmosphere. 
Planes fly in and out of Proserpine five days a 
week and Hamilton Island—the only 
Whitsunday Island resort with its own 
commercial airstrip—three days a week. 
Townsville, 250 kilometres north of Proserpine, 
is the closest international airport. 
Flights to the resort islands operate from 
Proserpine and Shute Harbour. Inter-island 
flights are available by amphibian plane or 
helicopter and a charter plane operates from 
Shute Harbour. 
The islands 
Close to 100 islands are scattered across the 
sparkling blue waters off the Whitsunday Coast. 
Most are uninhabited, densely forested national 
parks for those who enjoy camping and hiking 
holidays. For those with a taste for a more 
luxurious way of life, some resort islands offer 
aU the trimmings of a five-star hotel. 
Each resort has its own distinctive 
atmosphere. Some are quite hilly. Pentecost 
Island to the south rises a sheer 300 metres. 
The Reef 
The Great Barrier Reef is situated beyond the 
continental islands in the Mackay region and can 
be reached by amphibian plane, helicopter, fast 
catamaran or yacht. Daily cruises to the outer 
reef leave Shute Harbour, Airlie Beach and some 
of the resort islands. 
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Townsville Region 
Townsville and its sister city Thuringowa form 
the largest tropical centre in Australia. Originally 
settled as an alternative port to Bowen, 
Townsville was a meatworks centre and an 
outlet for beef and wool. The North Queensland 
gold boom in the 1870s accelerated Townsville's 
growth and by 1877 a rail network stretched 320 
kilometres inland. In 1929, the rail link was 
extended to the Mount Isa silver, lead and zinc 
mines, 88.^  kilometres to the west. 
In 1960, a University College was founded in 
Townsville and by the end of the decade this 
college had become the James Cook University 
of North Queensland. The Lavarack Army 
Barracks was established in Townsville in 1966 
when the city became a northern army base. 
This army presence combines with the Royal 
Australian Air Force (RAAF) base at Garbutt to 
form Australia's Operational Deployment Force 
in North Queensland. 
Founded in 1864, the city has developed into 
an important commercial centre, strategically 
placed to service a region extending west to 
Mount Isa. The city's international airport, 
casino, international five-star Sheraton Hotel, 
university and cathedral make the city a focal 
point of the North Queensland lifestyle. 
Developing local markets and the likely 
expansion of mining industries promise 
opportunities for industrial growth. Townsville's 
population now exceeds 110 000 and steady 
commercial and recreational development is 
continuing. 
The Flinders Mall, incorporating North Town 
Shopping Centre, is one of four main shopping 
centres in Townsville. Special promotions by 
local authorities and associations have resulted 
in a number of state and Commonwealth 
government projects and significant growth in 
commerce, industry, tourism and agriculture. 
The largest government task is the massive 
Burdekin River Dam and Irrigation Project, now 
nearing completion. Approximately 500 new 
farms will be irrigated, principally for sugar and 
rice production. 
As the administrative centre of North 
Queensland, Townsville provides public services 
at federal, state and local government levels. 
Botanic gardens and parks offer a glimpse of 
the wealth and variety of tropical flora found in 
North Queensland. Modern government 
buildings, hotels, motels and business premises 
contrast with impressive colonial structures and 
graceful historic homes. 
The Sheraton Breakwater Casino/Hotel opened 
in Townsville in May 1986. A 700 berth marina 
and a retail and entertainment complex are 
currently being developed adjacent to the casino. 
The Australian Institute of Marine Science has 
operated from its headquarters at Cape Ferguson 
near Townsville since 1977. It has received 
national and international recognition for 
research—particularly for work on mangroves 
and associated coastal systems and coral reefs. 
Research at the institute aids the development of 
fishing, mariculture and new products from the 
sea. It has helped to foster a better 
understanding of the coastal fringe, wind and 
weather and the coral reefs and their ecosystems. 
Townsville Harbour 
Townsville 
Townsville is also the headquarters for the 
Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority— 
responsible for the administration of most of the 
Reef. 
The Great Barrier Reef Wonderland is a 
tourist attraction of international status, featuring 
the world's largest aquarium (see the chapter 
"Great Barrier Reef Wonderland"). The two 
tanks making up the aquarium are separated by 
a transparent tunnel through which visitors can 
watch the living reef and all its marine life. 
Climate 
The Townsville region is seldom subjected to the 
climatic extremes common to the tropics. The 
relatively flat surrounding countryside minimises 
the severity of the wet season. 
Rainfall averages around 1 200 millimetres a 
year, most falling between December and March. 
Temperatures range from 20°C to 32°C in 
summer and 13°C to 27°C in winter. On average, 
the sun shines eight hours per day, 320 days per 
year. 
How to get there 
Townsville's international airport has a busy 
schedule of regular overseas flights from Europe, 
Asia and the Pacific and domestic services from 
all Australian states. There are direct flights to 
Darwin and Perth via Alice Springs. 
Rail enthusiasts can reach Townsville from 
Brisbane or Cairns via the Sunlander or 
Queenslander. The trains are comfortable and 
passengers enjoy views of Queensland's coastal 
scenery. 
Modern, air-conditioned coaches arrive in 
Townsville daily from north, south and west. 
There is a continuing program of highway 
maintenance and improvement ensuring relaxed 
trouble-free travel to the Townsville region. By 
road, Townsville is 1 369 kilometres from 
Brisbane, 350 kilometres from Cairns and 883 
kilometres from Mount Isa. 
Where to stay 
Accommodation in Townsville covers a range of 
budgets and personal tastes. The international 
five-star Sheraton Breakwater Casino/Hotel with 
adjacent marina is designed and equipped to 
meet the exacting standards of the global 
jetsetter. The six caravan and camping grounds 
and the youth hostel cater for the visitor on a 
limited budget, while the number of hotels, 
motels and apartments continues to grow. A 
special home hospitality scheme gives overseas 
visitors the chance to meet local families at 
home. The North Queensland Visitors Bureau 
can provide details. 
Magnetic Island, Townsville's offshore suburb 
eight kilometres from the city, has a wide range 
of holiday accommodation aimed at family 
needs. Visitors enjoy the solitude and scenic 
beauty, and many feel compelled to explore all 
of its 23 rocky coves and sheltered beaches. 
Island activities include golf, tennis, sailing, 
horseback riding, bushwalking and fishing. 
Things to see 
Townsville 
A leisurely stroll from the downtown centre of 
Flinders Mall to the waterfront with its casino 
and marina, uncovers a mosaic of the old and 
the new. Many historic buildings have found a 
new life as boutiques, restaurants, art galleries 
and night clubs. The majority of visitors to 
Flinders Street East pause to take in the sight-
and-sound spectacular, "North Queensland 
Experience"—a 20 minute multi-vision 
presentation of attractions in the North. 
Cultural activities play an important role in 
Townsville's city life. James Cook University 
campus, Flinders Mall and The Strand each 
reflect varying aspects of Townsville's urban 
lifestyle. 
The granite rock. Castle Hill, dominates the 
city skyline. It rises 283 metres, commanding the 
city, coast and hinterland. 
For many tourists, Townsville becomes a base 
from which to explore the Reef, islands and 
mainland attractions of North Queensland. 
Cape Bowling Green just south of Townsville 
is now recognised as a world-class bill-fishing 
area and is the site of a game fishing tournament 
held around September each year. Townsville is 
also a departure point for both reef and game 
fishing expeditions. Charter boats are readily 
available for offshore fishing. 
Just over an hour's drive to the south lie the 
twin towns of Ayr and Home Hill, separated by 
the Burdekin River. Ayr and Home Hill have 
four sugar mills serving the sugar growing 
district to the east. The mills can be visited 
during the crushing season from July to 
December. 
Alva Beach is the only established coastal 
resort between Townsville and Bowen. The long 
sandy beach attracts locals and tourists for 
swimming and fishing. The 106 metre wreck 
Yongala lies on a flat sandy bottom in 30 metres 
of water some 13 nautical miles off the coast. 
She went down in a cyclone on the night of 23 
March 1911 and 122 people lost their lives. The 
wreck teems with reef and estuarine marine life 
and is considered one of the best wreck dives in 
the world. 
The Flinders Highway links Townsville with 
Mount Isa, the western mining centre 883 
kilometres away. Charters Towers is the first 
major city inland, about three hours driving time 
from Townsville. It was once a famous 
Australian gold mining centre. It was so 
important in the early history of the state that 
Charters Towers boasts Australia's only stock 
exchange ever built outside a capital city. 
Gold mining was a major industry throughout 
the area. Tourists visiting old mining towns and 
sites often have an opportunity to try their luck 
at fossicking for both gold and gemstones. The 
western area also contains sites of Aboriginal art 
and culture dating back over many centuries. 
The Gregory Developmental Road west of 
Townsville leads to two mining centres—the 
export earning Greenvale nickel mine and 
Kidston, the largest gold mine in Australia. 
Camping, Hlnchinhrook Island 
North of Townsville, the Bruce Highway 
follows the coast to Ingham, 112 kilometres 
away. Ingham is the site of the largest sugar mill 
in the southern hemisphere and the loading port 
of Lucinda is famous for its 5.8 kilometre bulk-
loading jetty which extends to the deep-water 
channel where the bulk sugar carriers dock. 
A number of national parks dot the coastal 
strip around Townsville and to the north. West 
of Ingham lie the Wallaman Falls on the Herbert 
River. These are the highest single-drop falls in 
Australia, plunging a sheer 279 metres. 
Just off the coast on the way to Cardwell, 
Hinchinbrook Island dominates the seascape. 
Wildlife on the island is plentiful and includes 
wallabies, goannas, echidnas and over 250 
species of birds. Day cruises of the Hinchinbrook 
Channel are memorable. Visitors with a little 
time on their hands can hire a houseboat or 
bareboat to explore the beautiful Hinchinbrook 
Channel area at their leisure. 
North from Cardwell the road rises inland to 
Tully—Australia's wettest town, with an average 
annual rainfall of 4.2 metres. Each year in 
August, Tully holds its annual Rain Festival— 
one of the few places in the world to conduct 
such an event. During the wet season from 
December to March, heavy rains can cause 
extensive flooding of roads and highways, 
sometimes marooning travellers until water 
levels subside. 
White-water rafting is an activity which 
continues to grow in popularity, especially in the 
Tully region. Adventure seekers and the young at 
heart can join a rafting expedition conducted by 
experienced operators who take all safety aspects 
into account. The long thrill-a-minute white-
water safaris in the Tully River Gorge usually 
include a barbeque lunch and are an exhilarating 
way to meet new friends. 
A detour off the highway leads to the coastal 
settlements of South Mission Beach and Mission 
Beach. These service the beautiful resorts of 
Dunk and Bedarra Islands, just off the coast. 
Australia's second largest bird, the cassowary, 
lives here in the rainforests, which stretch down 
to the beaches in many places. 
North Queensland beaches are not always safe 
for swimming. Marine stingers are common in 
summer and saltwater crocodiles are sometimes 
seen in the estuarine waters. Seek local advice 
before venturing into the water and swim in the 
safety of enclosures where provided. 
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Resort islands 
There are several resort islands within fairly easy 
reach of Townsville. Dunk, Bedarra, 
Hinchinbrook and Orpheus are all popular 
destinations. 
Captain Cook discovered and named Dunk 
Island in 1770. The majority of the island is still 
in a natural state. Dunk was immortalised by 
author E.J. Banfield who eventually made the 
island his home. Most of the island, 
particularly the national park area, is lush 
rainforest and home to a vast array of birdlife. 
Excellent walking tracks allow the visitor to 
enjoy close contact with this environment. 
Access to Dunk Island is by air from Townsville 
or Cairns, or by launch from Clump Point. 
Bedarra Island offers a choice of two retreats 
where guests are accommodated in individual 
villas, with views of ocean and rainforest. Both 
facilities have been designed with peace and 
privacy in mind. Bedarra is reached by launch 
transfer from Dunk Island. 
Hinchinbrook is the world's largest island 
national park. It offers a resort with a difference, 
where there is no building over one storey and 
an average of 30 guests choose activities to suit 
themselves—walking along the glorious deserted 
beaches, bushwalking, fishing, snorkelling, 
swimming, sailboarding or canoeing. 
Hinchinbrook Island is essentially unspoiled and 
is noted for its mangrove areas and wildlife. 
Some people get right away from it all by 
obtaining a permit to camp on the island from 
the Queensland National Parks and Wildlife 
Service. Access to Hinchinbrook is by seaplane 
from Townsville or Cairns, or by launch from 
Cardwell. 
Holidays on Orpheus Island emphasise luxury 
and first-class service. Visitors can savour a 
gourmet picnic hamper and chilled wine on a 
totally private beach. Orpheus has its own fauna 
reserve and the world's first giant clam farm. 
Resort cuisine is first class and there are 
sumptuous meals with tropical and seafood 
delicacies. Daytime activities include sailing, 
fishing, snorkelling, tennis and windsurfing. 
Connections to Orpheus Island are made by a 
short seaplane flight from Townsville. 
The Reef 
A highspeed catamaran provides a fast trip to 
John Brewer Reef where a semi-submersible 
provides below-deck viewing points. Expert 
commentators explain the underwater world as it 
slowly unfolds. 
Australia's first floating hotel is located on 
John Brewer Reef some 90 minutes from 
Townsville by highspeed catamaran. The hotel is 
anchored to the reef by a system similar to that 
used for an oil drilling platform and offers top-
class accommodation in its 200 rooms. All the 
wonders of the Reef can be experienced without 
leaving the hotel complex. 
The Great Barrier Reef Wonderland is an 
excellent introduction for people planning a trip 
to the Great Barrier Reef (More information on 
the Great Barrier Reef Wonderland is contained 
in the chapter of that name. 
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Cairns Region 
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Cairns, on the shores of Trinity Bay, is the most 
northern city in tropical North Queensland, and 
a gateway to the Great Barrier Reef, Cape York 
Peninsula and the Gulf region. 
The Great Barrier Reef is quite close to the 
coast here and sandy beaches fringe the 
mainland shores. Large areas of rainforest and 
the Atherton Tableland add to the coastal 
beauty. Cape York stretches to the north and the 
Gulf, the outback by the sea, attracts adventurers 
to the west. 
The beaches just north of Cairns are known 
appropriately as the Marlin Coast—Cairns being 
the recognised marlin fishing capital of the 
world. Game fishermen flock here during the 
marlin season, from October to November, to 
chase the big ones and set new records. Most 
marlin are tagged, photographed and released. 
Behind Cairns lie some of the highest 
mountains in Australia. The Atherton 
Tablelands, one of Australia's richest agricultural 
areas, is famous for its rainforest-fringed lakes. 
Rainforests abound in the many national parks 
in the area. The extensive rainforests of the 
Daintree and Cape Tribulation National Parks 
lie less than 100 kilometres north of Cairns. 
Just off the mainland, there are numerous 
reefs to explore. On Green Island, about an hour 
and forty minutes by launch or forty minutes by 
highspeed catamaran from Cairns, is one of the 
only two reef island resorts situated on a coral 
cay. 
The Green Island resort has plenty of facilities 
and activities for in-house guests and also caters 
for daytrippers and yachties. The underwater 
observatory reveals a world of colour with living 
reef and a myriad of colourful fish and marine 
wildlife. 
At Fitzroy Island, just 45 minutes from 
Cairns, tourists can stay in accommodation units 
or use camping facilities. Activities include 
bushwalking, snorkelling, scuba diving, coral 
viewing from semi-submersibles or glass-bottom 
boats and cruising to the outer reef 
Lizard Island's rugged beauty and glorious 
beaches have changed very little since Captain 
James Cook saw them and named the island in 
1770. Lizard is noted for its excellent scuba 
diving in some of the clearest water on the 
Great Barrier Reef. The exclusive resort is a 
haven for the rich and famous, attracting 
celebrities from around the world. It is also a 
destination for big-game fishermen during the 
marlin season. Lizard Island is reached by air 
transfer from Cairns. 
With so many tourist attractions close by. 
Cairns is a good base for day trips by car, train, 
coach, aeroplane or launch. International flights 
land at Cairns airport, which is also the centre 
for light aircraft flights to the resort islands of 
the Great Barrier Reef, the northern centres of 
Cape York Peninsula and west to the inland. 
Climate 
Cairns has an average summer daytime 
temperature of 32°C falling to 24°C overnight. 
In winter, the average temperature range is 
a mellow 25°C to 18°C. 
Average annual rainfall in Cairns is just over 
2 000 millimetres. Even during the wet season, 
the sun still shines for an average of 6.2 hours 
every day. The most sunny month is October 
with 8.4 hours each day, while the daily average 
for winter (July) is 7.3 hours. 
How to get there 
Cairns International Airport opens the door to 
far north Queensland, both for overseas 
travellers and tourists travelling within Australia. 
By car, the Brisbane-Cairns journey—a 
distance of 1 720 kilometres—is nearly 22 hours 
driving time, plus time for rest stops. Coaches 
complete the journey in around 24 hours. 
Cars may be railed to Cairns on the 
Queenslander which is a weekly service also 
carrying passengers. The Sunlander train leaves 
Brisbane most days of the week and arrives in 
Cairns in under 40 hours. 
Where to stay 
Cairns has a full range of accommodation 
including five-star hotels, resorts, motels, units, 
flats, caravan parks and camping grounds. 
Things to see 
Innisfail 
Innisfail, 65 kilometres south of Cairns, is the 
main centre of the wettest region in Australia, 
receiving an annual average rainfall of 3.641 
metres. This rainfall is a key factor in the 
success of the region's sugar industry. Innisfail 
sits at the junction of the North and South 
Johnstone Rivers. This area is a well used 
boating spot, with its long stretches of calm, 
wide waterways. 
Cape Tribulation-
There is plenty to do in Innisfail, with day 
trips and boating tours. Palmerston National 
Park and the Nerada Tea Plantation are only a 
short drive away. 
After the Palmer River gold rushes in the 
1860s and 70s, Chinese miners moved south 
from Cooktown to become shopkeepers and 
banana growers. The Spanish and the Japanese 
tried their hands at cane growing, while Italians 
began to dominate the region's cane industry 
prior to World War I. By the mid-twenties, 
around 80 per cent of the Johnstone River 
population was of non-British origin. 
A modern sugar-handling facility is situated at 
the mouth of the Moresby River, the port for 
Innisfail's sugar industry. Commercial fishing 
boats use this harbour and private boat owners 
can moor in the port and also at Flying Fish 
Point at the mouth of the Johnstone River. 
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Low Isles 
At Mourilyan, south of Innisfail, the Sugar 
Industry Museum features technical exhibits, 
displays of old machinery and short films on the 
history of the region. 
Etty Bay, about seven kilometres east of 
Mourilyan, is a popular swimming beach in the 
Innisfail area. The caravan park has facilities for 
campers as well as a picnic area for daytrippers. 
Local lifesavers drag the bay for box jellyfish to 
increase safety for swimmers during summer. 
Bramston Beach, 23 kilometres from Innisfail, 
is the site of Australia's oldest commercial 
coconut plantation, with two kilometres of 
beautiful palm-lined beachfront. Tourists can try 
scuba diving, fishing, water skiing and cruising. 
Accommodation comprises a resort, motels and 
caravan park/camping grounds. 
Babinda, 66 kilometres north of Innisfail, is a 
small sugar town with its own mill. The town is 
close to the Bellenden Ker and Eubenangee 
Swamp National Parks, which feature the 
spectacular curtain fig tree. 
Cairns 
Cairns was established in 1876 as a stopover for 
miners rushing inland and over the Great Divide 
to the goldfields on the Hodgkinson River. The 
miners quickly discovered that Port Douglas, 70 
kilometres to the north, provided easier access 
and Cairns became a railhead and sugar port. 
The district around Cairns has developed into a 
major sugar growing area and during the sugar 
season from August to November, mountains of 
sugar are heaped up at Queensland's third 
biggest sugar terminal at Smiths Creek on 
Trinity Bay. Visitors can join tours every 
weekday afternoon during the harvest season. 
Nearly 60 000 people live in the Cairns 
district. In addition to sugar growing, industries 
in the Cairns region include dairying, tobacco 
growing, mining, shipbuilding and of course 
tourism. Cairns itself offers international 
standard hotels and restaurants, while retaining a 
relaxed and friendly atmosphere. 
The sandy beaches of the Marlin Coast just 
north of Cairns attract many holidaying families. 
Swimming enclosures are installed at some 
Marlin Coast beaches during summer months to 
provide safe swimming areas. Marine stingers are 
present in tropical waters in summer and 
swimmers should check with the locals before 
entering the water. All accommodation houses 
on the Marlin Coast have swimming pools and 
some have spas. 
On the beach, catamarans, surf skis and 
sailboards are offered for hire. Other activities 
include daytrips to the Reef, picnics at the 
Barron Falls National Park or leisurely drives 
through the Atherton Tableland. 
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Atherton Tableland 
The Atherton Tableland, west of Cairns, is a 
plateau of the Great Dividing Range with an 
average height of 762 metres. Local opinion 
defines the boundary as the towns of Malanda, 
Millaa Millaa, Herberton, Atherton and Mareeba. 
Temperatures are usually cooler here than on the 
coast and the humidity is not as high. Average 
summer temperatures at Mareeba range from 
3 r C to 2rC, while the winter high is 25°C with 
a mild overnight low of 11 °C.Winter can bring 
frosts to the area, sometimes severe enough to 
cause widespread damage to crops. 
Mareeba, the main centre on the Atherton 
Tableland, is the hub of the local tobacco 
industry. Dairy farming and timber milling are 
prominent industries while crops grown include 
maize, potatoes and peanuts. Mareeba stages a 
rodeo of international repute every July. 
Tinaroo Dam on the Atherton Tableland is a 
favoured tourist destination and freshwater 
fishing spot. This dam is stocked with 
barramundi and other fish. Kuranda, a small 
town perched on the edge of the Tableland, is 
best known for its railway station, built in 1915. 
The station is set in an exotic garden of orchids 
and ferns. The rail trip from Cairns to Kuranda 
gives spectacular views of the coast, rainforest, 
Barron Gorge and the Barron Falls. 
The rainforest-fringed twin crater lakes, 
Eacham and Barrine, create another picturesque 
setting for outdoor recreation. Local legend 
suggests the two lakes may be connected by a 
subterranean passage. Fascinating limestone 
caves may be seen at Chillagoe, a little further to 
the west. Guided tours of the Chillagoe Caves 
are conducted by Queensland National Parks 
and Wildlife Service rangers. 
icrt-'-r 
Cooktown 
During the Palmer River gold rush of the 1870s, 
Cooktown was Queensland's second largest town, 
boasting some 65 hotels and a population of 
around 5 000. Magnificent buildings from that 
era are still standing. Cooktown is also the home 
of Queensland's floral emblem, the Cooktown 
orchid. 
Captain James Cook, who charted and 
discovered Australia's east coast, beached his 
ship Endeavour at the site of present-day 
Cooktown for repairs after striking a reef—now 
named Endeavour Reef—approximately 70 
kilometres to the south-east. A cairn marks the 
spot of Cook's landing in 1770 and a re-
enactment takes place each June on the Queen's 
birthday holiday weekend. Two centuries of 
history unfold at the James Cook Historical 
Museum in the old Convent of St Mary. The 
museum is set in the Joseph Banks Gardens, 
named after Endeavour's botanist. Sir Joseph 
Banks. The exhibits include a cannon jettisoned 
after the ship struck the reef 
Cooktown is roughly 160 kilometres north of 
Cairns, but the road distances are far greater. 
Travellers from Cairns have the choice of either 
the inland route or the coastal road. 
The journey from Cairns to Cooktown via the 
inland route covers 326 kilometres. Some 143 
kilometres of this stretch is unsealed road. 
Heading north from Mareeba, the road leads 
through cattle and timber country to Mount 
Molloy and on to Mount Carbine, the site of a 
large wolfram mine. Wolfram is an important 
ore of tungsten. 
Palmer River, 144 kilometres further on, was 
home for thousands of prospectors during gold 
Lake Eacham 
Port Douglas 
Established in 1887 during the gold rush. Port 
Douglas was intended to become the major port 
for North Queensland until Cairns was chosen as 
the rail terminus for the inland mining towns in 
1885. "Port", as it is locally known, is 
sandwiched between the rainforest-covered Rex 
Range to the west and the Coral Sea. 
Four Mile Beach, at Port Douglas, was once 
used as a landing strip for light aircraft. Now, 
visitors spend relaxed days in the sun on the 
wide sandy beach, take a leisurely stroll down to 
the fishing jetty, enjoy the cuisine of first-class 
restaurants, visit a maritime museum or take a 
day cruise to the Great Barrier Reef, which lies 
close to the mainland here. 
There are a number of different cruise vessels, 
including yachts offering daytrips to the outer 
Barrier Reef Tourists can visit the sea bird 
rookery at Michaelmas Cay, the Low Isles, 
Agincourt Reef or many other islands in the 
area, and savour an unforgettable day of coral 
viewing, reef walking, snorkelling and swimming. 
^ ' ^ 
rushes in the 1860s and 70s. Relics from the 
goldfields are on show at the nearby roadhouse. 
The Peninsula Developmental Road begins at 
the next town. Lakeland. 
Continuing along the Cooktown 
Developmental Road, allow time for a hike 
through the spectacular boulder country of the 
Black Mountain National Park, 28 kilometres 
south of Cooktown. Fuel and food supplies can 
be bought at a caravan park at Helenvale on the 
coast road, four kilometres south of Black 
Mountain. 
The coastal route is somewhat shorter than 
the inland road, but sections of the road are 
impassable during the wet season. It's 235 
kilometres in total—133 kilometres unsealed. 
The stretch north of Cape Tribulation is 
recommended for four-wheel-drive vehicles only. 
The coast road passes through or close to a 
number of national parks and presents 
spectacular scenery. Camping is allowed within 
selected national parks, although camping 
amenities are usually not provided. There are 
camping facilities at most townships adjacent to 
parks. Permits are necessary for extended hiking 
through the parks and these are obtainable from 
the Queensland National Parks and Wildlife 
Service in Cairns. 
The turnoff to Port Douglas is situated 67 
kilometres north of Cairns. A short distance 
north of the Port Douglas turnofT, the bustling 
sugar town of Mossman nestles below Mount 
Demi. The town is graced with many fine 
examples of early Queensland architecture. Tours 
of the sugar mill are conducted during the 
crushing season and can include a ride through 
the canefields on the Bailey Hooley—an 
authentic steam cane train. Mossman Gorge, a 
few kilometres to the west, is noted for its 
magnificent waterfalls and crystal-clear swimming 
holes. 
Bailey Hooley Express 
Apart from the natural beauty of the rainforest 
setting of the tiny township of Daintree, there 
are other local attractions worth seeing. Three 
are the butterfly farm, coffee plantation and the 
seahouse. The Daintree River, just 24 kilometres 
up the road, is an explorer's paradise. Do not 
swim in the river, as crocodiles live in this area. 
Vehicles are ferried across the river. Cape 
Tribulation National Park is not far from here. 
Four-wheel-drive vehicles are needed as road 
gradients are steep in places and the gravel 
surface can be treacherous, especially in the wet. 
Cape Tribulation is a narrow headland flanked 
by glorious beaches. Not everyone, however, has 
fully appreciated its beauty. In 1770, a day after 
sighting the cape. Captain Cook's Endeavour 
struck a reef near Hope Isles. Feeling that this 
was where his troubles began. Cook named it 
Cape Tribulation. Today, Cape Tribulation is a 
retreat for picnics and camping. Food and fuel 
supplies can be renewed at the Daintree general 
store. 
The rainforest reaches right down to the beach 
in places along the spectacular coastline of the 
17 000 hectare Cape Tribulation National Park. 
Excellent spots can be found to camp out 
overnight, but keep well out of the way of the 
saltwater crocodiles which roam quite a distance 
from the water—especially if the land is flat or 
swampy. (For further information on conditions 
and facilities, refer to the "Guide to National 
Parks" in this book or the Sunmap tourist map 
North Queensland.) 
The road rises steeply from Cape Tribulation 
and tourists can see across the rainforest to the 
sea. After fording the Bloomfield River, the road 
pa;;ses through Wujul Wujul and the settlements 
of Ayton, Rossville and Helenvale to meet the 
Cooktown Developmental Road at the Black 
Mountain National Park. From there it is just 28 
kilometres to Cooktown. 
I 
Daintree ferry 
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Cape York Peninsula, a vast tract of sparsely 
settled wilderness in Queensland's far north, is 
four-wheel-drive territory. The unsealed roads 
and tracks make travel difficult in the dry season 
and virtually impossible in "the wet". 
Many rivers flow across the Cape and together 
they carry an immense volume of water to the 
sea. The largest river on Cape York Peninsula is 
the Jardine, which flows from the Great 
Dividing Range, north-west to its mouth at the 
tip of the Cape and into Torres Strait. 
The wet season can last from November to 
May and during this time rivers and creeks 
become impassable, overflowing their banks and 
creating huge swamps and waterholes. The 
spreading flood forms an extensive habitat for a 
great variety of birds and wildlife. 
There are many unique and beautiful areas in 
Cape York—huge rivers, rainforests, heathlands, 
waterfalls, natural bushland and giant termite 
mounds. The region abounds in flora and fauna 
found only in Queensland. 
Aboriginal people have lived here for 
thousands of years as successful hunters and 
gatherers. Today, they live mainly in coastal 
communities, originally established as mission 
stations. Many of these communities are now 
private property, as the trustees have received 
title to the surrounding lands. Travellers must 
obtain permission from the Community Council 
before visiting. 
Dutch navigator Willem Janz in the ship 
Duyfken was the earliest recorded European 
visitor to the Cape in 1606. During the 1600s a 
number of sea captains from the Dutch East 
Indies (Indonesia) explored the Cape region and 
named the area Carpentaria Land in honour of 
the governor of their colony, Carpentier. 
In 1770, Captain James Cook landed on 
Possession Island, situated just to the west of the 
tip of the Peninsula, and claimed the east coast 
of Australia for King George III of England. 
Cook named the peninsula after the Duke of 
York. 
The Cape 
Many other English navigators visited the area 
between 1790 and 1843. Explorer Ludwig 
Leichhardt crossed the base of Cape York 
Peninsula in 1845. The first major overland 
journey, in 1848, ended in disaster. The ill fated 
Kennedy expedition cost the lives of the gifted 
explorer and nine of his men. 
Colonial administrators in Sydney—advised by 
naval officers, who often described mangrove 
swamps as woodland and who underestimated 
mountain heights—ordered Edmund Kennedy 
and his party to land at Rockingham Bay, just 
north of Hinchinbrook Island. It was a bad 
choice. Kennedy's party was expected to reach 
the Cape within five months by following the 
east coast north. Instead, they found their way 
blocked by swamps, vine forests and mangroves 
and had to trek south from the landing point, 
then inland over the Great Dividing Range. 
Most of the men were sick and exhausted before 
any northward progress had been made. 
By the time they reached Weymouth Bay, four 
months later, supplies were dangerously low and 
most of the packhorses had either died or gone 
lame. In a desperate attempt to reach a supply 
vessel at Newcastle Bay, Kennedy left eight of 
his party at Weymouth Bay and another three at 
Shelburne Bay and pushed on to the north with 
his Aboriginal tracker, Jackey Jackey. 
Fifty kilometres south of Newcastle Bay, 
Kennedy sighted Albany Island, where the 
supply ship had been ordered to wait. Kennedy 
thought he could reach it in a day by following 
the Escape River upstream, as the navy claimed 
that the river flowed from the north. Instead, it 
led the explorer and Jackey Jackey south into a 
pest-ridden tidal swamp. Wandering lost and out 
of food, they were attacked by warriors of the 
Jadhaigana tribe. Kennedy was killed, but Jackey 
Jackey escaped to meet the supply ship at 
.Albany Island. The ship picked up the 
expedition's only two other survivors at 
Weymouth Bay. The hill overlooking the bay 
still bears Kennedy's name. The expedition had 
lasted six months, lost ten men—nine through 
starvation—and only covered half of the distance 
intended. 
Jackey Jackey later led an expedition back to 
the Escape River to recover Kennedy's charts 
and journals from a tree where he had hidden 
them. The tracker became a hero and was feted 
in Sydney, but died not long after when he fell 
into his own campfire following a drinking binge. 
In contrast to the lonely, unrewarding journey 
of Kennedy and Jackey Jackey, 1872 heralded 
settlement of the north when the Hann 
exploration expedition discovered gold at Palmer 
River, about 115 kilometres south-west of 
Cooktown. A payable field was verified in 1873, 
causing a rush to the Cape by thousands of 
inexperienced miners. Many were unsuccessful 
and the then colonial government was forced to 
guarantee the steamship company a fare of one 
pound ten shillings for every person who desired 
to return by their steamers. However, some 
experienced miners stayed on and in July 1874, 
rich alluvial gold deposits were found. This 
caused a second rush, larger than the first. 
People flocked to the Palmer River from all 
over Australia and New Zealand. Chinese, 
mainly from Hong Kong, began to pour into the 
area towards the end of 1874. A census taken in 
1877 counted 17 000 Chinese on the Palmer 
River diggings, at a time when the official 
European population in North Queensland was 
17 042. 
Between 1873 and 1876, nearly 30 tons of 
Palmer River gold passed through the customs at 
Cooktown. In 1877, 50 000 ounces of gold were 
officially exported to China. It is estimated that 
at least twice the amount of gold taken from the 
fields legally was smuggled out. 
Climate 
The Cape York Peninsula region has a tropical 
climate with temperatures ranging from an 
average high of 30°C to an average minimum of 
24°C all year round. Rainfall is generally 
restricted to the wet season, which can last from 
November to May. 
How to get there 
Access to the Cape is limited. Apart from flights 
originating at Cairns, Weipa and Thursday 
Island most days of the week, a four-wheel-drive 
vehicle is the only means of travel in this region. 
The road up to the tip of the Cape generally 
follows the old telegraph line surveyed by John 
Bradford in 1883. The track north 
Things to see 
The road north 
The road to the Cape begins at Lakeland, a short 
distance north of the Palmer River and 82 
kilometres south-west of Cooktown. Lakeland 
has a hotel/motel, general store and modern 
camping facilities. The road north is unsealed. 
Laura was the last stop railhead to the Palmer 
River goldfields at the turn of the century. The 
old Laura homestead is a fine example of early 
peninsular architecture and a visit to the ruins is 
well worthwhile. There are annual picnic races. 
Facilities at Laura include a cafe, which sells 
fuel and gas and takeaway food; a hotel; a 
general store stocking fuel, gas, food and ice; a 
post office/bank agency; and a police station. 
The Aboriginal ranger responsible for the 
Quinkan Reserve is based at Laura. Visitors 
must contact him before going to any 
archaeological sites in the area. The Quinkan 
Reserve, 13 kilometres south of the township, is 
known for its split rock galleries, which feature 
Aboriginal cave paintings. This is one of the 
largest displays of prehistoric art in the world. 
• 
Giant anthills 
The Hann River is 74 kilometres from Laura 
and has a good camp site on its southern side 
with toilets and a shelter shed. 
The old fortified telegraph station at 
Musgrave, 63 kilometres to the north, has been 
restored and now provides fuel, food supplies, 
souvenirs and historical information. The station 
homestead has an adjoining licensed cafe and 
STD telephone facilities are available. 
Coen, 106 kilometres from Musgrave, is one 
of the larger towns in the Cape region. The town 
was established during the 1890s to service the 
surrounding goldfields. Derelict mines and other 
relics still serve as a reminder of the frantic gold 
rush days. Today, service and the necessary 
supplies are offered by a hotel, two stores, a post 
office/bank agency, a police station and a 
hospital. The friendly locals give good advice on 
likely camping spots and where to get 
mechanical repairs. Caravan and camping 
facilities are available and there is a good 
camping area beside the Coen River, just two 
kilometres north of the town. An airstrip near 
here was an important World War II air base. 
Port Stewart, just near Princess Charlotte Bay, 
was established as a port for Coen during the 
time of the gold rush. These days only relatively 
small vessels can cross the bar. 
The Archer River, 65 kilometres past Coen, is 
a regular overnight stop for people travelling 
either north or south. Few can resist spending 
some time resting in the shade by this wide-
bedded river, where the sandy reaches invite 
travellers to pitch a tent and stay overnight. The 
Archer River Roadhouse offers a range of 
souvenirs as well as food and fuel supplies, and 
hot showers and toilet facilities. Archer River is 
the last fuel stop on the northern road until the 
township of Bamaga. Minor repairs can be 
carried out at Archer River. 
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Portland Roads is a small coastal settlement 
close to the Iron Range National Park. The 
national park has an extensive butterfly 
population and some species are unique to the 
area. The Lockhart River Aboriginal Community 
lies just to the south. The turnoff to Portland 
Roads and the Iron Range National Park is 20 
kilometres north of Archer River. 
From Archer River, the road winds through 
low hills which open first into undulating 
woodland and then into the open landscape of 
Piccaninny Plains. The turnoff to Weipa—the 
only settlement of any size on the isolated west 
coast of Cape York Peninsula—is 44 kilometres 
to the north. A track about 50 kilometres further 
on also leads to Weipa. 
Comalco mines the huge bauxite deposits at 
Weipa. The town has a population of around 
3 000 and visitors are welcome. There are 
regular flights between Weipa and Cairns. 
Weipa's coastal waters in Albatross Bay invite 
boating and fishing. 
Crossing the Jardine 
Inspections of the bauxite mining facilities can 
be arranged. Aluminium is usually only present 
in trace quantities, but it's the third most 
common element in the earth's crust. At Weipa, 
the heavy rains in the wet season leach the 
mineral particles from the soil.The long, hot, dry 
season then evaporates the water, leaving a 
deposit of metallic compounds which 
accumulates each year. Round lumps of bauxite, 
about the size of marbles, are scattered through 
layers of loose clays.These huge deposits are up 
to 10 metres deep in places, covered by about 
two metres of topsoil. The bauxite is shipped to 
Gladstone on Queensland's east coast for 
refining. Alumina produced here supplies the 
Gladstone smelter and large quantities are 
exported overseas. 
The town of Weipa is situated well north of 
Embly River and the open-cut mine. The houses, 
surrounded by lawns and gardens, are built from 
a pinkish-grey brick, baked from clay left over at 
the end of the mining operations. Slurry from 
the ore-washing process also has been used to 
create parklands. The community recreation 
facilities are equal to those found in a large city 
and locals claim that there is a club for 
everything. 
A camping area with a toilet block, drinking 
water and telephone facilities has been 
established on the Wenlock River about 70 
kilometres north of the Weipa turnoff. Many 
people claim that the true Cape York adventure 
begins at the Wenlock River. The tracks north of 
here should only be tackled by experienced off-
road drivers. 
The camp site is on the north side of the river 
and travellers should be careful crossing the 
river. Specific advice for river and creek 
crossings cannot be given, as the approaches and 
exits and the conditions of the river beds change 
constantly. The best and safest technique is to 
walk across first and plan a suitable driving 
route. 
The Wenlock Crock Shop, on the northern 
bank, offers souvenirs, drinks and useful 
information. Two local attractions worth seeing 
are the Dulhunty Rapids, seven kilometres away 
and the Zamie Forest, six kilometres to the 
north. 
From this point, travellers have the choice of 
the old road or the new road to the tip of Cape 
York Peninsula. The new road cuts out many of 
the creek crossings, which become more frequent 
from here. Progress north will slow considerably 
and plans should be made accordingly. 
South Alice is the first major creek crossing 
encountered. It's about 40 kilometres from the 
Wenlock. The next is the Dulhunty River at 
around the 70 kilometre mark. North of the 
Dulhunty, the road enters heathland. Anthills 
dot the countryside and the driver's vision is 
limited by the dense scrub at the road's edge. 
The Jardine River represents the largest 
obstacle on the way up the Cape. There are two 
ferries. Either the north or south ferry can be 
used, depending on which track is being followed 
at the time. The new ferry bypass is easier going 
and avoids crossings at Canal, Sam, Mistake, 
Cannibal and Cypress Creeks. There is a camp 
site at the Jardine River but no facilities. Fruit 
Bat Falls just south of the Jardine are well worth 
a look. 
Bamaga, Australia's most northerly mainland 
community, was named after Chief Bamaga, 
leader of the Saibai Islanders who settled here. 
All general supplies and facilities are available at 
Bamaga and there is a good camping ground at 
Red Island Point not far from town. Advice 
should be sought from the Community Council 
Office if visitors intend exploring or driving in 
the Bamaga region. Ferry services operate to 
Thursday Island from Red Island Point. 
About 16 kilometres from Bamaga, the road to 
Punsand Bay heads off to the left. The road into 
Punsand Bay is very rough, but the views of the 
Torres Strait Islands make the trip worthwhile. 
The bay has a magnificent white sandy beach 
and there are hot showers at the camp site. 
Beyond the Punsand Bay turnoff, a good road 
continues towards the Cape through spectacular 
rainforest country. There is a second turnoff" to 
Punsand Bay further north. Between these two 
roads, the road to Somerset veers off to the 
right. Although narrow, the road through the 
rainforest to Somerset is good. 
Somerset was the earliest settlement in the 
Cape region, established by John Jardine for the 
Queensland government in 1863. Somerset was a 
garrison town, built to protect shipping and 
conduct trade with Malaya. Planners hoped it 
would rival Singapore, but in 1877 the garrison 
was moved to Thursday Island because of its 
superior harbour. Frank Jardine, a son of the 
first commandant, stayed at Somerset and turned 
it into a cattle run. He also conducted a pearl 
shell business and later planted Australia's 
biggest coconut plantation with 15 000 palms. 
The homestead was abandoned when Jardine's 
Samoan widow died in 1923, four years after her 
husband. However, many Somerset legends of 
lavish dinner parties. Aboriginal conflict and 
shipwrecked sailors, live on. 
The Cape York Wilderness Lodge is located 
just 400 metres from the tip of the Cape. The 
lodge offers comfort and isolation, with private 
cabin accommodation. Its relaxed informal 
setting blends well with the natural environment. 
A short walking track from the lodge leads to 
the tip of the Cape overlooking the lighthouse 
on Eborac Island. The rocky headland is the 
most northern point on mainland Australia and 
people who make it to the top have every right 
to be proud of their achievement. A number of 
islands can be seen from the tip including York, 
Horn, Prince of Wales, Possession, Wednesday 
and Mount Adolphus. Camping facilities are 
available adjacent to the resort. 
A one-and-a-half hour launch trip through the 
rips and tides of Torres Strait covers the 32 
kilometres from Cape York to Thursday Island. 
Thursday Island is the commercial and 
administrative centre for the Torres Strait 
Islands. A fairly small island, it was originally 
settled in 1879, because it offered a safe harbour 
for the region. Nearby Horn Island is large 
enough to accommodate an airstrip for light 
aircraft and provides regular ferry services to 
Thursday Island. 
"TI" as it is popularly known, was once the 
centre of a thriving pearling industry. TI's 
fascinating history is revealed during a bus tour, 
with a commentary covering ancient times, 
Captain Cook's discovery of Australia, the 
pearling industry. World War II and life today. 
The island has no natural fresh water and this 
must be imported. There are regular ferry 
services between TI and the other 17 inhabited 
islands in the area. Raine Island, on the outer 
edge of the Great Barrier Reef, is an important 
turtle hatchery and the subject of ongoing 
scientific study. 
Crocodiles are part of the Cape's tropical 
environment. The smaller of the two species in 
this area—the Johnstone or freshwater 
crocodile—is considered harmless to humans 
unless deliberately or accidentally provoked. The 
estuarine or saltwater crocodile is aggressive and 
grows to over seven metres in length. Specimens 
around three metres in length represent a danger 
to humans. Saltwater crocodiles have been found 
in freshwater systems up to 320 kilometres 
inland. Swimming in areas where saltwater 
crocodiles live is extremely dangerous. Saltwater 
crocodiles also hunt aggressively at the water's 
edge. Do not camp at the edge of a swamp, 
billabong or the sea. 
Lakefield National Park 
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The Gulf of Carpentaria is an isolated region 
and its harsh landscape and climate must be 
respected. Known as Queensland's coastal 
outback, the Gulf country extends from the 
Great Dividing Range in the east to the 
Northern Territory border in the west. 
The eastern side of the Gulf is reached from 
Queensland's east coast via the Kennedy 
Highway and the Gulf Developmental Road, just 
past Forty Mile Scrub National Park. The many 
small settlements along the road are living 
testimony to the area's mining history. 
.'Australia's largest open-cut gold mine is located 
at Kidston, approximately ninety kilometres 
south of the national park. 
The flat grass plains to the west were 
originally called the Plains of Promise. Wetlands 
stretch across the top of these vast plains to the 
Northern Territory border. In the monsoon 
season, the area is covered by a sheet of water as 
rivers break their banks and merge. 
Fish, including barramundi, mud crabs, 
prawns, and a variety of birdlife live in the 
wetlands. Crocodiles also breed freely here. The 
grasslands to the south are home for many 
animals including emus, kangaroos, wallabies 
and birds. 
The Gulf landscape is often surprising. Amid 
a sea of arid plains, there is occasionally an oasis 
such as Lawn Hill National Park. It was 
officially opened in 1985 to protect a spectacular 
gorge system with sheer sandstone walls 60 
metres high, crystal-clear water and lush tropical 
vegetation. 
Rough roads and creek and gully crossings can 
make progress overland slow. While there are 
some sealed roads, most of the unsealed tracks 
are recommended for four-wheel-drive vehicles 
only. 
The best time to visit the Gulf is between 
April and October. Very little rain falls during 
this time and the countryside takes on the 
golden hue of the savannah plains. The storms 
begin again in November to herald the onset of 
another big wet and some roads again become 
impassable for months. 
Climate 
The average annual rainfall in the Gulf country 
varies from 1 400 millimetres at Edward River 
to 700 millimetres at Burketown. .Almost all the 
rain in the area falls during the monsoon season 
from December to March. During this wet 
season, approximately 35 per cent of 
Queensland's stream runoff flows into the Gulf 
of Carpentaria. The immense runoff" floods the 
flat terrain and forms an inland sea. 
From January to March, cyclones can develop 
in the Gulf of Carpentaria or the Arafura Sea. 
The cyclones bring high winds, heavy rains and 
rough seas, with storm surges that can increase 
tide heights by several metres. These cyclones 
can last for many days and the resulting 
tropical deluge often causes extensive flooding 
and stops all road traffic. Travellers should buy 
emergency supplies prior to a cyclone and seek 
shelter in areas not likely to be inundated or 
isolated by flood. 
Temperatures in the Gulf are generally high 
with high humidity. January and February have 
an average maximum temperature of 35°C. Cool 
days and nights can be experienced in June or 
July due to southerly winds. July's average 
minimum is 13°C. 
How to get there 
From Townsville, the Flinders Highway extends 
west through Charters Towers and the Gulf can 
be reached from either Julia Creek or Cloncurry. 
Both the Burke Developmental Road and the 
road from Julia Creek lead north to Normanton. 
The Gulf Developmental Road from Cairns 
across the Great Dividing Range offers the most 
scenic route into the Gulf region. This road has 
many unsealed stretches. 
Many roads pass through cattle properties and 
travellers must close the gates where necessary. 
Some property owners are involved in tourism 
and supply meals, accommodation, camping 
facilities and fuel. Arrangements should be made 
with them before camping on their property. 
Gulf roads are often unfenced and straying 
stock and kangaroos are a motoring hazard. It is 
common to see outback vehicles equipped with 
bull-bars to protect them from damage. Bulldust 
is another road hazard in the Gulf It quickly 
turns into a slurry during rain. 
Roads are often one lane only and road trains 
have right of way. These live-cattle transports 
tow several trailers—referred to as "dogs"—and 
are as long as 50 metres. Overtaking these 
vehicles can be extremely hazardous. 
Most roads become untrafficable during the 
big wet (December to March) and centres such 
as Burketown are isolated for weeks, leaving air 
travel the only option. Both private and 
commercial aircraft operate from Cairns, on 
Queensland's east coast, and the inland mining 
town of Mount Isa. 
The local watering hole, Normanton 
Lawn Hill Gorge 
Where to stay 
Hotel accommodation is available in most of the 
major towns. Though the hotels are often not as 
luxurious as those on Queensland's east coast, 
they have a unique charm and tourists always 
receive a warm welcome. There are also caravan 
and camping areas in many parts of the Gulf 
region. 
Things to see 
The main centres 
Croydon is the first centre encountered on the 
journey west along the Gulf Developmental 
Road. Once a thriving gold mining town, 
Croydon is now the administrative centre of the 
Croydon Shire. 
Restoration of some old buildings has begun 
at the Croydon Historic Village. There is a 
museum with an astounding collection of early 
bottles and an array of artefacts left by the old 
Croydon miners. .An outdoor machinery museum 
also makes interesting viewing. 
During the Croydon gold rush, the township 
of Normanton was established on a high sandy 
ridge along the Norman River. The township 
became the major port for the gold rush, and the 
Gulfs main penal institution was established 
here. Today, Normanton is the central town in 
the Gulf 
Normanton's historic police compound shows 
how prison life would have been in the late 
1800s. Permission to view the compound must 
be sought from the police station. Other sites of 
interest are the town well and the restored 
Westpac Bank, displaying the scales once used to 
weigh the Croydon gold. 
Normanton is the terminus for the historic 
Normanton to Croydon rail link. The railway 
was originally planned to link Normanton to the 
copper mines of Cloncurry. However, with the 
discovery of gold near Croydon in 1891, the rail 
line diverted to Crovdon. 
Normanton railway station 
The Normanton to Croydon railway is not a 
part of Queensland's official railway network and 
is used only once a week by the Gulflander—an 
old-fashioned rail motor nicknamed the "tin-
hare". This railmotor services four or five 
properties along the line and is a vital link with 
Normanton during the wet. 
Diverse birdlife. including jabirus. brolgas, 
herons and water birds, can be seen on the 
wetlands north of Normanton. 
During the 1870s, Karumba was established as 
a telegraph station and in the 1930s became a 
base for Empire flying boats operating the Royal 
Mail Service to Europe and Asia. Karumba sits 
at the mouth of the Norman River, 72 
kilometres from Normanton. It's the prawning 
and fishing capital of the Gulf, with a population 
of around 550. Charter vessels are available for 
fishing and exploring the Gulf and its rivers, and 
there is a barge service to Mornington Island. 
The wetlands which extend inland for 30 
kilometres from here are the home of saltwater 
crocodiles, barramundi and a variety of birds 
such as brolgas, black swans, pelicans and 
cranes. Large flocks of migratory birds rest here 
during their flight from Asia. 
Karumba Point is one of the few Gulf beaches 
that can be reached by road. The airstrip and 
boating patrol are located here and public 
facilities include a camping area and shops. 
Burketown, 429 kilometres north of Cloncurry, 
is the oldest town in the Gulf It has a 
population of 235 and is the administrative 
centre of the Burke Shire, which extends 42 000 
square kilometres. The township is 25 kilometres 
from the coast on the Albert River—the 
wetlands to the north and the savannah to the 
south. Crocodiles, prawns, fish and birds breed 
in the wetlands and the savannah is home to 
emus, dingoes, kangaroos and a host of other 
wildlife. Burketown has many historic sites and 
buildings including an artesian bore which has 
been supplying near-boiling water for over 100 
years. Burketown post office is another historic 
building and the mail has been handled here for 
more than a century. 
In its history. Burketown has experienced a 
number of natural disasters. It has been flattened 
by cyclone, threatened by tidal wave and plagued 
by Gulf fever, which led to the evacuation of the 
town's population to Sweers Island in 1866. 
.Accommodation in Burketown is available at 
the hotel or the council caravan park. Escott 
Lodge, by the Nicholson River 17 kilometres to 
the west, is a fully operational cattle property 
with tourist facilities. .As well as offering all the 
action of an outback cattle station, Escott Lodge 
is renowned for its barramundi fishing. The 
property's homestead and the lodge lie on a 
delta between the Nicholson River and Gin Arm 
Creek, with access to 320 kilometres of 
waterways, lagoons and waterholes. 
From Burketown, a vehicular ferry leaves for 
Gununa, on Mornington Island, several times a 
week and there is an air service to Birri Lodge, 
one of the Gulfs many retreats. 
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Aboriginal communities 
Areas of Queensland have been set aside for self-
managing Aboriginal groups. Title to Aboriginal 
community lands vests in local councils. The 
aims of these communities include the 
preservation of traditional lifestyles and 
philosophies of the Aboriginal people. 
The communities are equivalent to small 
country townships and are represented by their 
own elected councils. Most are flora and fauna 
reserves. Public areas are open to everyone, but 
permission to travel or camp within these 
communities should be sought from the councils. 
Medical centres and clinics are located close to 
all Aboriginal communities. General enquiries 
should be directed to the Department of 
Community Services. 
Many of the Gulf communities sell artefacts; 
however, visitors should respect Aboriginal cave 
paintings and burial sites, which are protected 
under the Aboriginal Relics Preservation Act. 
This Act seeks to locate, record, protect and 
preserve all forms of Aboriginal culture. 
Wilderness areas 
Although the Gulf towns are full of history and 
interesting things to see, it is the wilderness 
which attracts people to this part of Queensland. 
It is probably not everyone's ideal holiday 
destination, but to those with a spirit of 
adventure, it rivals any location in the world for 
the challenge and experience of living in a 
wilderness. 
The Gulf wilderness is so vast that many 
areas have rarely been seen by visitors and never 
described in books or brochures. Overlanders 
have a whole world to discover here and what 
people see often depends on how long they have 
to explore the thousands of square kilometres 
that make up the Gulf region. 
There are plenty of places to discover off" the 
beaten track. Some are not well known, but 
others are, attracting large numbers of visitors 
each year. Lawn Hill National Park is an area 
growing in popularity. Situated 220 kilometres 
south-west of Burketown, this spectacular gorge 
system is like a desert oasis. Water flows through 
the sheer sandstone cliffs all year round. The 
water's edge is fringed with lush tropical 
vegetation—palms, paperbarks, figs, pandanus 
and white cedar trees. 
The national park also features Aboriginal art 
and middens and plenty of wildlife. Little is 
known about the origins of this hidden 
wilderness and it attracts botanists, 
archaeologists and researchers. There are 
camping facilities complete with showers and 
toilets. Permits should be obtained from the 
Queensland National Parks and Wildlife Service 
offices at either Cairns or Mount Isa before 
visiting or camping in the park. 
Five kilometres before the entrance to Lawn 
Hill National Park is Adels Grove, known 
locally as The Frenchman's Garden. This 32 
hectare property was established in 1920 and 
carries many exotic trees experimentally planted 
by a French botanist, Albert de Lestang. 
Transport is available from here to the Lawn 
Hill National Park and there are facilities for 
emergency mechanical repairs. 
Riversleigh Fossil Field, a protected area 
which contains many exciting fossilised deposits 
of Australia's prehistoric creatures, lies 70 
kilometres to the south. 
Gregory Downs, 76 kilometres east of Lawn 
Hill and 117 kilometres south of Burketown, sits 
on the Gregory River, known to be one of the 
best canoeing courses in Australia. It's the only 
water for miles around and marsupials, cattle 
and birds come here regularly to drink. 
Gregory Downs Hotel is another historic 
watering hole and was once an old Cobb and 
Co. coach house. The Gregory River is spring 
fed and the cool, clear water is great for 
swimming and cooling off in the heat. The wide 
sandy beaches flanking the river are a favourite 
camping spot and a place to rest. 
Hell's Gate, on the road from Doomadgee to 
Borroloola in the Northern Territory, is an 
isolated settlement and the last fuel-and-food 
stop before the border. In the 1800s law and 
order in parts of the Gulf was enforced by the 
native mounted police. Hell's Gate was the 
frontier and the native police would guarantee 
security only as far as this rock formation—after 
that travellers were on their own. 
A camel train 
There are plenty of shady camp sites in the 
area, but no facilities. Hell's Gate Roadhouse has 
fuel, souvenirs, some food supplies, a limited-
licence dining room and takeaway food. The 
roadhouse is about 50 kilometres from the 
Northern Territory border. Wollogorang, about 
seven kilometres the other side of the border, is 
the next place with camping and eating facilities. 
The road joining Normanton and Burketown 
is called the Great Top Road. This is the 
original coach road connecting Port Douglas to 
Darwin and along which prospectors travelled to 
the gold strikes in the Gulf Camp 119, the last 
camp of the Burke and Wills expedition, is along 
this road 35 kilometres from Normanton. In 
1861, Burke and Wills left here on their ill-fated 
trek back to Coopers Creek. 
A further 125 kilometres along the Great Top 
Road where the road crosses the Leichhardt 
River are the Leichhardt Falls. This is a prime 
picnic location and many visitors stay overnight. 
The Frederick Walker Monument, grave site of 
the explorer/ commandant of the historic native 
mounted police, is at the nearby Floraville 
homestead. To the north lie large flat saltpans, 
up to 10 000 hectares in area. 
The Burke and Wills Roadhouse, at the 
junction of the Burke Developmental Road and 
Wills Developmental Road, has food supplies, 
fuel, licensed restaurant, caravan park and 
camping ground. 
The unsealed Burke Developmental Road 
heads north-east into Cape York Peninsula from 
Maggieville Station, 29 kilometres north of 
Normanton. 
The turnoff to Dorunda Resort is just over 
150 kilometres from Normanton. Dorunda is a 
working cattle property which also runs safaris 
for crocodile viewing, fishing, horse riding, 
mustering and general holiday entertainment. 
Wildlife such as feral pigs, dingoes, brumbies 
and wallabies are plentiful. Dorunda has air-
conditioned rooms, a camp site and caravan 
park, and fuel. The resort has its own airstrip, 
and by arrangement, a courtesy bus connects at 
Normanton with the normal coach tours from 
Cairns. 
Immediately east of the Dorunda turnoflT is the 
huge Staaten River National Park, an unexplored 
and as yet undeveloped park of 470 000 hectares. 
At Dunbar Station, 75 kilometres north of the 
Dorunda turnoff, the Burke Developmental Road 
heads towards Chillagoe, Mareeba and Cairns, 
and a minor unsealed road leads to Kowanyama. 
These roads are suitable only for four-wheel-
drive vehicles. 
Although the Gulf is exciting and offers plenty 
of adventure, there are many dangers and 
travellers must take care at all times. Crocodiles 
are a part of the natural environment and 
travellers must be wary of them, particularly in 
the rivers and streams. 
The Johnstone freshwater crocodile is not 
considered dangerous to humans. .Adults grow to 
around three metres. They are distinguished by a 
narrow snout and a row of four large scales at 
the base of the head. 
The saltwater or estuarine crocodile has a 
much broader snout than the freshwater 
crocodile. It can grow to a length of six metres 
and has been responsible for a number of 
human deaths. Extreme care must be taken when 
fishing, walking or swimming in estuaries, tidal 
reaches, freshwater lagoons and swamps as 
crocodiles can be particularly agressive when 
nesting. Crocodile slides can be seen on mud 
and sand banks. Guided tours are the safest way 
to see crocodiles. 
Medical services in the Gulf region are not 
always available and it is essential that travellers 
carry their own first aid supplies. Out here, 
doctors use aircraft to visit their patients. The 
Royal Flying Doctor Service was founded in 
1928 in Cloncurry by the Reverend Doctor John 
Flynn. Most localities and properties throughout 
the Gulf have airstrips for the Flying Doctor and 
for access during the wet. Doctors are also able 
to give advice over the vast radio network. This 
service is highly respected in the outback and 
throughout the world. One hundred and twenty-
six special events are held in Queensland's 
outback each year to support the Royal Flying 
Doctor Service. 
With the .AUSSAT satellites now in orbit, 
outback children can receive visual lessons from 
the School of the Air. Television programs are 
also helping to reduce the isolation of these 
areas. 
Mud crabs 
The islands 
Air and boat charters from Karumba and 
Karumba Point take visitors to offshore islands 
in the Gulf .A popular destination is Sweers 
Island. 
In 1802, Matthew Flinders dug a well here 
during his circumnavigation of Australia, and the 
remains of Carnarvon, an early settlement, can 
still be explored. The island has magnificent 
beaches and good anchorages. 
During the Gulf fever epidemic in 1866, the 
residents of Burketown withdrew to Sweers 
Island. They lived here for some three years 
until the epidemic subsided. The town of 
Normanton was then established, with the 
intention of replacing Burketown. 
Birri Lodge Fishing Resort and Gununa are 
both on Mornington Island, the largest island in 
the Welleslcy Island group, in the southern Gulf 
of Carpentaria. The Wellesley Islands are held 
under an Aboriginal land lease and vistors 
require advance permission to visit. 
Permission is not required for visiting Birri 
Lodge, which is a tourist fishing resort, located 
on a 70 kilometre beach near Halls Point. Birri 
Lodge is open to guests from March to 
December, with access by air from the mainland 
towns of Karumba, Burketown and Mount Isa. 
It is an isolated resort with no phones, television 
or morning papers, but accommodation is 
comfortable and fully serviced. Visitors enjoy 
both reef fishing and sport fishing at Birri, in 
waters protected from commercial fishing. 
Saltwater crocodile 
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Great Barrier Reef History 
Reefs and corals 
The Great Barrier Reef is the largest complex of 
coral reefs and islands in the world. It comprises 
nearly 3 000 individual reefs, about 900 islands 
including small bare sand cays, 69 permanent 
vegetated cays and many continental islands. 
One of the seven natural wonders of the world, 
the Reef covers an area greater than that of 
Victoria or Great Britain and is half the size of 
Texas. 
The Reef is home to the most diverse 
collection of life forms found in one location, 
anywhere in the world. There are around 400 
different types of hard and soft corals in a 
multitude of shapes and sizes. About 4 000 
molluscs (clams and snails), countless thousands 
of different sponges, worms, crustaceans (crabs 
and shrimps), cchinoderms (starfish, sea urchins 
and sea cucumbers), other less familiar creatures 
and some 1 500 species of fish live on the Reef 
Reef building corals need warm waters to 
grow and their plant helpers, the zooxanthellae, 
need light, just as land plants do. For this 
reason, coral reefs only develop well in warm, 
shallow and clear tropical waters. 
Three major types of reef are found on the 
Great Barrier Reef—ribbon reefs, fringing reefs 
and patch reefs. Ribbon reefs occur in the 
northern part of the Great Barrier Reef They 
are relatively narrow walls on the edge of the 
continental shelf and form a broken barrier, with 
passages between the individual reefs. Some of 
these passages are large enough to allow ships 
through. Fringing reefs may develop on the 
sloping sides of continental islands or along the 
mainland coast. Patch reefs are usually round or 
oval and grow like platforms on the continental 
shelf 
There are also many other reef types, often 
distinguished by their shape. Plug reefs are 
triangular in shape with one point towards the 
ocean. Deltaic reefs are cut by channels and 
resemble river deltas. Other shapes may develop 
in response to particular combinations of 
geological, meteorological and biological 
conditions. 
The living portion of a coral reef is a thin 
veneer on the surface of the cemented limestone 
skeletons of millions of dead corals and the 
remains of limestone-producing (calcareous) 
plants. Coral polyps convert dissolved limestone 
into hard limestone with the help of single-celled 
plants (zooxanthellae) living within them. Polyps 
build their communal limestone homes into 
complex and beautiful coral colonies. Coralline 
algae and calcareous sponges grow between the 
old coral colonies and help cement them into 
solid reefs. The reef cement is formed by the 
encrusting algae and chemical precipitation from 
the water. 
Waves sweep the smaller skeletons and debris 
from reef plants and animals towards the coastal 
side of the reef Larger coral boulders and 
particularly shingle, formed mainly from the 
broken sticks of branching corals, may be 
deposited closer to the ocean side of the reef 
The sweeping action of the waves concentrates 
the debris into a particular part of the reef flat 
and in some cases an island forms. 
The outer Reef 
Coral cays 
The shapes and positions of reefs modify wave 
action and cause sand or shingle to be deposited 
onto the reef flats. This concentration of 
sediment is the initial stage in cay formation. It 
is helped by the reef having a regular oval shape 
which concentrates wave action in a particular 
area. Low to moderate tidal range can also help 
cay formation, allowing uniform wave patterns 
at all stages of the tide. A large area of reef flat 
is not necessary and some cays form on small 
patches no larger than a football field. However, 
formation may be interrupted by the scattering 
effect of tropical cyclones. 
A coral cay is a low island formed entirely 
from the sedimentary debris created by the reef 
on which it stands. In contrast, fringing reefs 
around continental islands and along the 
coastline, are usually based on continental rock" 
formations. 
A coral cay normally begins as an unstable, 
mobile sandbank, shifting its position on the reef 
flat with each change in the weathec. The 
movements of the sandbank become smaller as 
it increases in size. Eventually, wave action 
builds it up to a level above the highest tide. At 
this stage, sea birds begin to nest on it and the 
guano from their droppings is washed down into 
the cay by rain. Here phosphates cement the cay 
sands into a hard pan known as cay sandstone. 
Some cays of the Great Barrier Reef were mined 
for this phosphate towards the end of the last 
century and the excavated pits are still clearly 
visible. 
The sandstone helps stabilise the cay against 
movement and erosion. Further stabilisation 
occurs through the formation of beach rock. 
Beach rock forms when calcium carbonate is 
washed out by the ground waters of the cay and 
deposited on the beach structure, cementing it 
together. The cemented deposits are very hard 
and act as an effective buffer against erosion. 
These features continue to increase the stability 
and size of the cay. 
Micro-atolls are present within the sand and 
mud of the inner flats of many fringing reefs. 
They are similar to the living flattened disks of 
the outer reef flat, but are dead and often 
severely eroded. Radiocarbon dating has shown 
that many of these micro-atolls are between 
5 000 and 6 000 years old. This indicates that 
the reef flats began to develop soon after the sea 
level rose to its present position, following the 
last great ice age. 
The heights of these dead corals show that the 
higher inner reef flats were formed a metre or 
more higher than current sea level. Thus, the 
apparent death of the inner reef flat is the result 
of a natural phenomenon and should not be 
confused with more recent damage which can be 
seen on some reefs. 
Coral reef cays are geologically young, having 
developed only in the last 6 000 years. Only 
when the sea level stabilised, after the last great 
ice age, was it possible for reef flats to expand 
and provide potential sites for the formation of 
cays. This fact has important ecological 
implications, for cays are the established nesting 
sites of numerous species of birds and turtles. 
There would have been few of these sites 6 000 
years ago. 
Lady Musgrave Island 
Cays are not uniformly distributed over the 
Great Barrier Reef The reasons for this are 
complex, but include the irregular shape of many 
reefs, which may not modify wave action in a 
way which concentrates reef debris; the 
destructive forces of tropical cyclones, which 
reach their greatest strength and frequency on 
the central reef; and the high tidal range in the 
southern part of the central region of the Great 
Barrier Reef 
The Great Barrier Reef cays are not regarded 
as completely stable. Changes are constantly 
taking place, particularly at the narrower ends of 
cays where unvegetated spits can alter position 
on almost every tide. A cyclone can completely 
erode even a large cay. Some former cays now 
exist only as a narrow band of beach rock 
outlined on a reef flat. 
Fringing reefs require careful management as 
they are the most vulnerable to the irresponsible 
actions of people and the damaging wastes of 
society. By comparing the reefs today with the 
photographs taken over eighty years ago by the 
photographer and naturalist W. Saville Kent, it 
is clear that many reefs have declined in their 
coral diversity and attractiveness. Some may 
have been damaged by cyclones and by the 
excessive amounts of freshwater and silt which 
pour into the sea during cyclonic weather. Reefs 
close to the mouths of major rivers are most at 
risk. A cyclone near Mackay in 1918 caused 
almost 1.4 metres of rainfall in three days and 
resulted in extensive damage to fringing reefs in 
the area. Recovery can take place within a few 
years, but when the inner fringing reefs become 
covered with a blanket of silt they are more 
suitable for plants than hard corals. The 1974 
Brisbane floods covered the reefs of Moreton 
Bay with up to five centimetres of silt. 
It is important to realise that land use 
practices on the mainland can intensify the 
problems of freshwater runoff and siltation. As 
more land is cleared of its protective natural 
vegetation, storm water runoff becomes more 
rapid and intense. Consequently, soil erosion 
increases. Agricultural fertilisers, sewage and 
other city wastes, which often become part of 
storm runoff, can have severe adverse effects on 
reefs. 
A program to monitor changes on fringing 
reefs in relation to rainfall, coastal currents and 
the effects of land use patterns, has been 
initiated by the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park 
Authority. It is anticipated that data collected 
during this monitoring program will provide a 
base on which sound management decisions can 
be made. 
35 
Great Barrier Reef Wonderland 
Thousands of people who have visited 
Townsville's Great Barrier Reef Wonderland 
have caught a glimpse of the fascinating world of 
Australia's Great Barrier Reef 
The Wonderland complex—a joint 
Commonwealth and State Bicentennial project— 
contains the world's largest living coral reef 
aquarium. Corals and colourful reef fish live in 
an authentically re-created environment. The 
coral reef tank measures 38 metres by 17 metres 
and contains twice the volume of water of an 
Olympic swimming pool. Adjoining the main 
coral tank is another tank containing predators 
such as sharks and cod. Winding between the 
coral reef and predator tanks is a 17 metre walk-
through transparent viewing tunnel which 
provides a genuine underwater reef experience. 
The reef tank is stocked with vividly coloured 
fish, graceful sea anemones, sponges, algae, sea 
fans, hard corals, molluscs and sea worms. All of 
these are essential to maintain the balance of 
nature in the reef ecosystem. 
The foundation of the coral reef at the 
Wonderland complex is made of 300 tonnes of 
sand and 700 tonnes of rock. Corals and other 
organisms found in parts of the Great Barrier 
Reef off" the coast of Townsville have been 
selectively farmed and placed in the tank on top 
of the artificial bed. 
An extensive algal turf farm maintains the 
balance of nutrients including carbon, nitrogen 
and phosphorus and replenishes the oxygen 
supply in the water. It is the natural way of 
purifying the reef water and the same way in 
which nature purifies the waters of the Great 
Barrier Reef 
Around the main tank is an interpretive area 
which comprises small aquaria, educational 
displays and films, a theatrette for audiovisual 
presentations and a touch tank where visitors 
can handle clams, shells, corals and other reef 
life. 
Great Barrier Reef Wonderland also includes 
Australia's first Omnimax theatre. The domed 
theatre and large film format create a 180 degree 
wraparound image which also extends 130 
degrees above the audience. With the high 
technology sound system and larger-than-life 
screen images, it's like being inside the film. 
Another attraction is a branch of the 
Queensland Museum which features a variety of 
displays with particular emphasis on North 
Queensland. Its staff" assists other scientific 
organisations doing research on the Great Barrier 
Reef Further educational displays can be seen at 
the Queensland National Parks and Wildlife 
Service office. 
Great Barrier Reef Wonderland also has a 
retail shopping area within the complex. Fast 
catamaran services take people to John Brewer 
Reef There is also a ferry service to nearby 
Magnetic Island. 
The Wonderland is not only a tourist 
attraction. It is also an important scientific and 
educational resource. In 1980, the chairman of 
the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority, 
Mr Graeme Kelleher, had the idea of recreating 
a section of reef onshore which would provide 
an affordable way for people to see and 
experience the Reef At the same time, people 
would be learning about the Reef and developing 
a commitment to protect its unique 
environment. This concept led to the creation of 
the Great Barrier Reef Wonderland. 
One of the objectives of the Great Barrier 
Reef Marine Park Authority is to help visitors 
understand and appreciate the Reef and its 
marine life. In conjunction with the Great 
Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority's educational 
program, people from around the world can now 
better appreciate and understand the delicate 
nature of the reef environment. Through this 
increased awareness, more people will be willing 
to contribute to the protection and management 
of the Great Barrier Reef 
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Corals 
The coral polyp 
The Great Barrier Reef is composed of the 
largest group of coral reefs in the world. It is 
estimated that there are nearly 3 000 individual 
reefs making up the entire structure, stretching 
for 2 300 kilometres along the eastern 
Queensland coast. Each reef is gradually built up 
by colonies of millions of tiny coral polyps and 
limestone forming algae. Coral reefs are the only 
major geological features on earth to be built by 
plants and animals. 
A coral colony grows from the repeated 
division of a single founder polyp. Over 
hundreds or even thousands of years, coral 
growth builds a structure many metres thick, 
with a veneer of living corals. In turn, coral reefs 
provide a rich habitat for a wide variety of reef 
animals such as fish, worms, starfish and 
molluscs. A reef foundation is constructed of 
dead corals bound together by their own 
limestone and that of the skeletons of plants 
known as coralline algae. 
Coral polyps have a simple structure similar 
to that of the anemone, commonly found on 
many sea shores. Each polyp is a soft cylinder of 
tissue, closed at the bottom and with a mouth 
surrounded by tentacles at the top. Coral 
tentacles contain tiny stinging cells, showing they 
are related to jellyfish as well as to anemones. 
Inside the mouth is an open stomach cavity, 
partitioned by radiating strips of tissue. 
Soft corals 
Colonies of soft corals are made up of large 
numbers of identical polyps connected by fleshy 
tissue which contains small spikes of limestone. 
Soft corals lack the rigid limestone skeletons of 
their more famous relatives, the hard corals, but 
still occupy an important place among Great 
Barrier Reef animals. In some environments, 
they make up almost half of the living tissue on 
the Reef surface. When hard corals die, the 
remaining rigid limestone skeletons are often 
covered by carpets of rapidly growing soft corals. 
Although soft corals are animals, many 
contain small algae within their tissues which are 
capable of converting the sun's energy into food. 
This symbiotic relationship is also found in hard 
corals, clams and many other marine organisms. 
Hard and soft corals contain large quantities 
of waxes and fats which are two of the major 
energy resources in the ocean. .As a result, corals 
should be ver>' attractive to fish as a food 
source, but in reality, this is not the case. Hard 
corals are protected by their limestone skeletons 
from all but specialist feeders, like parrotfish. 
Soft corals appear defenceless as they sway 
backwards and forwards under the influence of 
ocean currents, yet very few marine animals eat 
soft corals. 
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Hydroid coral 
Chemical analysis of soft corals reveals the 
presence of large quantities of chemicals called 
terpenes in their tissues. Similar analysis of hard 
corals shows no such chemicals. Terpenes also 
occur in many land plants, including gum trees. 
These chemicals often give the plants a sweet 
smell. The perfume of the lemon-scented gum 
tree is one such example. In soft corals, terpenes 
make the animal tissues toxic or at least give 
them such a bad taste that fish do not like them. 
A recent study of a large number of soft corals 
found that about half were toxic to fish. In 
addition, many of the non-toxic corals were 
distasteful to fish. .\ third group had small sharp 
needles of limestone (called spicules) protecting 
the polyps. These defences allow soft corals to 
survive in a sea full of predators. 
Soft coral 
Most patrons of shell shops have seen 
examples of the egg cowrie ovula ovum. This 
mollusc eats mainly soft corals and seems to 
thrive on a diet of toxic soft corals. The egg 
cowrie avoids being poisoned by processing and 
changing the chemical into a substance which 
does not harm it. The crown of thorns starfish 
also eats soft corals, but seems to prefer hard 
coral. 
Recent studies have shown that soft corals are 
capable of killing nearby hard corals and then 
overgrowing them. They do this by releasing the 
toxic terpenes into the seawater, causing growth 
retardation and the eventual death of nearby 
hard corals, which accumulate the chemical in 
their tissues. 
Soft corals have the ability to move across the 
surface of hard corals and the hard coral tries to 
put up a limestone wall around the soft coral to 
prevent this movement. The defence is 
unsuccessful, resulting only in a series of trails, 
which record the movement of the soft coral. 
This ability to move allows soft corals to migrate 
to areas of hard coral, kill it and overgrow the 
skeleton. Sometimes, the defences of the hard 
coral cannot be overcome and the soft coral 
moves off to find easier conquests. 
Soft corals seem to have much shorter lives 
than hard corals and suffer severe damage during 
storms. These factors prevent soft corals from 
overgrowing the entire Reef The survival 
strategies of both hard and soft corals help 
ensure a continuation of the present ecological 
balance. 
Hard corals 
Coral polyps of hard corals secrete a rigid 
limestone skeleton, which provides a refuge for 
each individual polyp and supports the colony. 
During the day, most polyps withdraw into the 
skeletons at their base, which is then visible as a 
cylindrical container, called a corallite. The pock-
marked surface of coral reefs is caused by the 
combined corallites of all the polyps in the 
colony. The polyps are connected by extensions 
of their tissues so that they are in constant 
beneficial communication. Even their stomach 
cavities are connected in this way. 
Coral colonies occur in a great variety of 
shapes and sizes. The general appearance of the 
colony depends on the way individual polyps 
build their skeletons and how they divide and 
bud off new polyps. A mushroom coral, for 
example, is a single enormous polyp with a 
skeleton showing the central position of the 
mouth and its radiating divisions (called speta), 
giving an appearance like an upturned 
mushroom, minus the stalk. 
In some coral structures with many polyps, 
the positions of individual polyps are shown by 
separate corallites. In the brain corals, polyps 
divide without forming complete walls, so that 
long lines of polyps have a common wall around 
them. Staghorn corals have branches formed by 
one single polyp growing longer and longer, 
budding off new polyps around its tip as it 
extends. In many corals, the polyps (or their 
skeletons, the corallites) can be easily seen, but 
some corals have tiny polyps which are barely 
visible to the naked eye. 
Corals may grow as sheets or layers by adding 
new polyps around the edge of the colony, or in 
tree form, by adding new branches and 
extending existing ones. In mound-like colonies, 
new polyps are added to the surface of the 
mound. As the skeleton is laid down layer by 
layer, it provides a record of existing conditions 
and the age of the coral. 
The shape of the colony is further moulded by 
external influences such as wave action, currents 
and exposure of the colony at low tide. Corals 
living at the wave swept edge of the Reef for 
example, generally have a lower, sturdier form 
than those living in sheltered reef lagoons. 
The success of corals as reef builders is due in 
part to a symbiotic association with tiny single-
celled plants called zooxanthellae. which live in 
the cells of the polyp tissues. Like other plants, 
the zooxanthellae convert the energy from the 
sun into food. To do this, they use carbon 
dioxide, some of which is produced by the coral 
itself and produce oxygen and sugars for the 
corals use in return. This symbiotic procedure 
greatly enhances the rate at which polyps build 
their skeletons and creates supercorals 
(reefbuilders) from what would otherwise be 
insignificant small colonies. 
Corals feed by extending their tentacles armed 
with stinging cells and catching microscopic 
floating animals from the waters around them. 
When one of the tiny animals floats against a 
tentacle, the barbed darts of the stinging cells are 
fired to paralyse and hold the victim. When 
digested, the prey becomes part of the nutrition 
for the whole colony, through the connections 
between polyps. Sometimes corals use nets 
of mucus to ensnare bacteria and small animals. 
Organic materials in the ocean also supply 
nutrients. 
Coral polyps reproduce sexually by producing 
male and female cells (sperm and eggs) which 
unite to form tiny rounded larvae called 
planulae. In some corals, separate colonies have 
either all male or all female polyps. More often, 
each polyp is both male and female and releases 
a bundle of eggs and sperm into the seawater on 
only one or two nights each year. Many corals 
reproduce this way on the same nights each year 
in late spring or early summer. In a few corals, 
eggs are fertilised inside the polyps and planulae 
are brooded to be released over long periods. 
The tiny planula floats in the surface waters 
for a short time, before finding a spot on the 
hard reef surface, where it will change into a 
polyp and begin the process of forming a colony. 
Hard coral 
Coral colonies can also reproduce asexually; 
that is, parts of the colony which break off can 
survive as separate colonies. This happens most 
often with branching corals, although some novel 
methods, such as producing separate buds, occur 
in some rounded colonies. This type of 
reproduction is useful in places where there is 
not much solid space for the settlement of 
planulae, such as the sandy floors of reef 
lagoons. 
Sometimes polyps adjust their construction to 
accommodate tube worms, barnacles, mussels 
and even tiny crabs and shrimps, which live in 
and around their skeletons. Since there are many 
polyps in a colony, individual polyps or groups 
of polyps can be eaten, damaged or even nudged 
aside without the loss of the rest of the colony. 
A few predators are large enough to eat whole 
coral colonies. When animals such as the crown 
of thorns starfish and some parrot fish infest in 
large numbers, they cause extensive damage to 
polyp colonies and reefs. Corals also deal with 
intrusion by other animals including other 
corals, by drawing up battle lines with their 
neighbours, or growing away in another 
direction. The Great Barrier Reef dwarfs all 
things constructed or contemplated by man in 
size and beauty. It is a miracle of engineering, a 
living monument to nature's amazing architect— 
the tiny coral polyp. 
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Sea Birds 
The plentiful supply of food and the many 
islands suitable for roosting and nesting attract 
large numbers of sea birds and wading birds to 
the Great Barrier Reef and coastal areas. Shallow 
reef waters and coastal flats are excellent feeding 
grounds for both types of birds. 
Queensland's coastal islands are protected 
under national park legislation. The islands make 
safe rookeries as they are inaccessible to animals 
which could prey upon eggs and chicks. Some 
islands are used each year for raising chicks and 
tens of thousands of adult birds can be seen 
during the breeding season. 
While the majority of sea birds nest on the 
ground, there are exceptions such as the wedge-
tailed shearwater, which burrows, and the 
noddies, which nest in the trees. Most of the 
sea birds breed in colonies. This suits the Reef 
environment as many of the islands are small 
and could not support large numbers of birds. 
Over 200 species of sea birds and water birds 
have been recorded in the coastal and reef 
regions. Some of the more recognisable species 
are seagulls and terns, common to most parts of 
coastal Queensland. Pelicans and cormorants are 
also seen regularly, but confine their activities 
mainly to the coast. Shearwaters, petrels, 
boobies, tropic birds and frigate birds are some 
of the less common species occasionally sighted. 
The best way to watch birdlife is through a 
pair of binoculars. The observer can then remain 
far enough away so that the birds do not become 
distracted and fly away. It is best to move 
cautiously and quietly to allow the birds to 
continue with their natural activities. Breeding 
colonies should be left alone. If the adult birds 
are disturbed, they will leave the nests 
unprotected and vulnerable to predators. 
On some of the resort islands, such as Heron 
Island, birdlife and humans co-exist in harmony 
and the birds can be easily observed at close 
range. 
Black-naped tern 
Crested tern 
Plants 
Mangroves grow in many of the tidal areas of 
coastal Queensland. There are 30 species of 
mangrove found along the coast and it is the 
most common tree on the intertidal fringe, 
providing shelter and nutrients to a host of 
marine life. In North Queensland, mangrove 
trees can grow up to 30 metres high. They form 
a buffer against erosion by trapping silt and 
sediments around their roots and thereby 
breaking up wave action. 
Several varieties of seagrasses grow below the 
high water mark and are prominent in sheltered 
bays and flats. An algae, consisting of dark green 
runners with small grape-like clusters, grows in 
the shallow waters of the fringing reef flats and 
binds the coral rubble. Extensive swards of the 
delicate plants grow in moated pools, forming 
small stepped terraces or rimmed pools towards 
the outer edge of the reef 
Mangroves 
Michaelmas Cay 
Many different types of seaweed and plants 
grow on the offshore islands and reefs. 
Sargassum seaweed often replaces corals, even on 
the coral-dominated reef front area of a fringing 
reef Exposed reefs on the windward side of 
islands and cays are sometimes encrusted by a 
pinkish limestone-secreting plant. 
Some of the early colonising plants of coral 
cays have seeds which float and are still capable 
of germinating after as long as 90 days at sea. 
However, sea birds are important to reef 
vegetation, transporting seeds which are either 
attached to their feathers or within their 
digestive tracts. 
The first plants to surface on coral cays are 
usually low creepers. These help stabilise the 
sand surface and trap wind-blown sand. This 
gives the young island a dune capping, which 
can then rise above the highest tides. The 
colonising vegetation adds organic matter to the 
raw sands of the cay, enriched by the phosphatic 
guano from nesting sea birds. However, bird 
droppings can be detrimental to some young 
plants. 
Cays are classified according to their shape, 
vegetation and sediment types. Bushy Island on 
Redbill Reef near Mackay is a typical Great 
Barrier Reef sand cay, with a dense pisonia 
forest, a wide beach of coral debris and a dark 
band of protective beach rock. Similar cays such 
as Green and Heron Islands have been 
developed as tourist resorts. 
Vegetated shingle cays are found only on 
Australia's southern reefs, which are open to the 
ocean swells of the Tasman Sea. Low wooded 
islands are found only north of Cairns. These 
islands are always situated close to the mainland, 
because their development requires calm 
conditions and colonisation by mangroves from 
the nearby mainland. Vegetated sand cays are 
found north of Cairns and south of Mackay. 
Green Island is the most southerly of this type. 
The entire central region of the Great Barrier 
Reef covering a distance of 640 kilometres, is 
devoid of vegetated cays and unvegetated cays 
are rare. 
In all, the Great Barrier Reef contains 65 
vegetated sand cays. Some have only one or two 
species of herbaceous, salt tolerant plants, while 
others have up to 40 species, including rainforest 
trees. Colonisation by trees does not begin until 
the cay covers a considerable area. It is only at 
this stage that a permanent reservoir of fresh 
groundwater is established to sustain the larger 
plants. 
There are about 45 low wooded islands on the 
Great Barrier Reef Each consists of a leeward 
sand cay and extensive shingle ridges around the 
windward reef margins, enclosing a flat 
mangrove area. 
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Shells 
People have collected and prized shells since 
ancient times as religious symbols, currency, 
artefacts and ornamental objects. Today, most 
people appreciate the natural beauty of mollusc 
shells, which are washed up in great numbers on 
Queensland beaches. 
These shells are the external skeletons of soft-
bodied animals belonging to one of the largest 
and most diverse divisions of the animal 
kingdom, the molluscs. The major groups in the 
order Mollusca are the gastropods, bivalves, 
cephalopods and chitons. 
The gastropod class includes all the seawater 
and freshwater snails, land snails and non-shelled 
slugs. The bivalve class is represented by 
molluscs with two parts to their shell and 
includes the clams, oysters and scallops. Octopus 
and squid are included in the cephalopod class, 
which bears little resemblance to the other 
groups, but the internal anatomy of its animals 
conforms to the basic molluscan plan. The 
chitons or coat-of-mail shells making up the 
fourth major group, bear eight shell plates on 
their back surrounded by a leathery band. 
Despite this diversity, all molluscs have a 
similar anatomy. The soft body is covered by a 
fold of tissue called the mantle, enclosing the 
mantle cavity, which houses the gills and other 
organs. The mantle secretes the shell, which 
varies greatly in form. All molluscs, except the 
bivalves, possess a unique feeding organ, the 
radula. This flexible ribbon of regular teeth 
enables the animals to feed with a rasping 
motion. As the teeth wear, they are replaced. 
Most shells found on beaches come from 
marine gastropods and bivalves. The gastropods 
usually have a spiral shell. Many have a horny 
plate attached to the foot, which acts as a 
trapdoor as the animal withdraws into its shell. 
The bivalves have two curved or flattened shells 
hinged at one edge. The best known cephalopod 
shell comes from the chambered nautilus. The 
related cuttlefish has an internal shell, the 
cuttlebone, which is popular with caged birds 
and commonly found at the high tide mark on 
many Queensland beaches. 
Although the shells found along the ocean 
beaches are not as spectacular or varied as those 
from the Great Barrier Reef there are a great 
number of them and many holidaymakers spend 
enjoyable hours picking them up. The small 
pippi, a bivalve, is found in great numbers and 
is a favourite with anglers as a bait for most 
beach fish. Wave action and currents wash dead 
shells into heaps in the lee of headlands or 
around the ocean bars, making shell collecting 
easy. Many species of shellfish live on the tidal 
mud flats right along the coastline. 
There are currently no restrictions on the 
removal of live or dead shells from Queensland's 
ocean beaches. 
The best place in Queensland to collect shells 
is the Great Barrier Reef region, home to over 
4 000 varieties of shell-producing molluscs. 
However, to minimise damage to the 
environment, restrictions have been placed on 
shell collecting. No one is allowed to remove 
tridacnid clams, the helmet shell Cassis cornuta, 
the triton shell Charonia tritonis, or shells on egg 
masses. 
Over 98 per cent of the Great Barrier Reef is 
now a marine park and shell collecting, like all 
other activities, is regulated by zoning plans, 
which allow people to use the Reef in ways 
which cause minimal damage to the 
environment. The zoning plans have been 
developed separately for each section of the 
marine park. Regulations vary and visitors 
should know current regulations, as shell 
collecting may require a permit. 
Shell collecting 
Many serious shell collectors are members of 
Queensland's shell clubs or discussion groups. 
These organisations regularly exchange 
information through newsletters and shell shows, 
and members adhere to a collecting code. 
The focus of the collectors' interest may vary, 
but no Australian collection would be complete 
without a range of cowries Cypraeidae, cones 
Conidae, volutes Volutidae, spider shells 
Strombidae, murex Muricidae and helmet shells 
Cassidae, which are all gastropods. 
Cowries, with high gloss shells and a variety 
of patterns, are much sought after by collectors. 
They are abundant in tropical waters and may 
be found under boulders and among coral where 
they feed on algae and small organisms. 
Cone shells carry the reputation of being the 
most venomous of^  marine animals. In this 
group, the radula has been modified to form a 
barbed harpoon, which is capable of injecting its 
prey and its human predators with poison. All 
cones should be handled with caution as some 
fatalities have occurred. Cone shells are often 
found lying among reef rubble or buried in sand. 
The best known and largest member of the 
Volutidae is the bailer shell Melo amphora, 
sometimes found in sandy pools on coastal and 
outer reefs; 40 per cent of the world's known 
species in this group are represented in Australia. 
Volutes are unique among gastropods in that the 
young hatch directly from an egg capsule as 
snails, with no free swimming larval stage. 
The spider shell Lamhis lamhis is a favourite 
of the stromb shells found in the rubble on reef 
flats. These shells are often well camouflaged 
with algal growth on the upper surface, in 
contrast to the glossy orange to purple surface of 
the aperture. 
The murex group is represented by a variety 
of spiny shells with long exterior canals. Many 
have ornate fronds and spines which become 
heavily encrusted by marine growths, affording 
the animals effective camouflage in habitats as 
diverse as coral rubble and mangrove roots. The 
largest of all murex shells in Australia is 
Chicoreus ramosus, which can reach 300 
millimetres in length and is likely to be found 
below tide level amid sand and reef rubble. 
One of the largest Australian shells, the helmet 
shell Cassis cornuta, occurs in sandy lagoons and 
deeper water of the Great Barrier Reef This 
shell has been heavily collected in the past and 
is now a protected species. The tridacnid clams, 
the largest bivalve shells, are also protected. 
When feeding, the clam exhibits an almost 
iridescent lip of colour in purples, greens and 
blues to attract its prey. Clam meat has been 
highly prized as a delicacy overseas and illegal 
poaching operations have decimated numbers on 
some of the reefs. The more common clams are 
around 20 centimetres across, but some grow up 
to one metre. Dead clam shells can be found on 
any of the reefs which have tidal rubble banks. 
Oysters and scallops are two shellfish on 
Queensland's extensive seafood menus. Several 
species of oysters exist along the whole of the 
Queensland coast and are harvested 
professionally as a table delicacy. Scallops are 
primarily a deep-water shell collected by 
trawling. The meat is a favourite with many 
seafood lovers and much of the product is 
exported to overseas markets. 
Like all animals on the Reef molluscs have a 
role to play in a complex ecosystem. The 
patterns of the live shells are bright and 
extending heads, bodies and mantles often 
provide unexpected displays of colour and shape. 
This delicate marine life must be left 
undisturbed. 
Turtles 
The extensive food resources of algae, seagrasses, 
sponges and molluscs on the Great Barrier Reef 
make it one of the most important sea turtle 
habitats in the world. The quiet lagoons and 
sheltered waters of the Reef create the right 
environment for turtles to mate. 
Seven species of turtle are recognised 
throughout the world and six of them are found 
in reef and adjacent waters. The six species are 
leatherback, green, loggerhead, hawksbill, olive 
ridley and the flatback turtle, which only breeds 
in Australian vyaters. 
Turtles inhabit the full length of the 
Queensland coastline and major rookeries are 
located at Heron Island, off Gladstone, Mon 
Repos Beach, near Bundaberg and Wild Duck 
Island, between Mackay and Rockhampton. 
Thousands of turtles nest every year on Raine 
Island off the coast of Cape York Peninsula. The 
Capricorn Bunker Group islands make up one of 
the few major breeding areas in the world for 
green and loggerhead turtles. 
Nesting on the mainland beaches and island 
beaches generally occurs from late November to 
January. One of the best periods to view this 
activity is at high tide, preferably around 
midnight. Nesting turtles are easily located by 
walking the beach at high tide. They emerge 
from the water and slowly make their way up 
over the dunes, leaving tracks in the sand about 
a metre wide. 
Preparation of the nest and egg laying takes 
about an hour. The turtle then covers the eggs 
with sand. The warmth of the sand incubates the 
eggs and the hatchlings emerge from the nests 
over a period from mid January to late March. 
The number of eggs laid in a clutch varies with 
the species, but as many as 120 can be laid at 
one time. These take seven to twelve weeks to 
incubate, depending on the heat of the sand. 
Most clutches leave their nests in a rush, 
taking only a few minutes to reach the water. 
There are no special tide times best suited to 
seeing the hatchlings, but they usually emerge at 
night. 
Research has suggested that female turtles in 
the wild are around 50 years old before breeding 
commences and most female turtles breed for 
only one nesting season. 
Green turtle 
It is important to approach nesting turtles 
quietly. Turtles are easily disturbed by lights, 
noise and movement, especially when leaving the 
water. The nests should never be dug up as this 
can kill the eggs. Dogs should be kept away from 
turtle habitats. 
Turtles, nests and eggs are totally 
protected under Queensland legislation. It is an 
offence to interfere with turtles or their eggs in a 
national park or an environmental park without 
a special permit from the Queensland National 
Parks and Wildlife Service. Elsewhere in 
Queensland, it is an offence to be in possession 
of turtles or their eggs without a permit from the 
Queensland Fisheries Service. 
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Fish 
Queensland coastal waters support a variety of fish species in areas ranging from the upper reaches of coastal rivers to the outer edge of the Great Barrier Reef. Some of the 
more common of these are shown below. There are numerous private and official publications available which contain a comprehensive listing of fishes. These may 
be purchased from book retailers. 
Angling Species — Saltwater and Freshwater 
Australian Bass (780) 
Black-Tipped Rock Cod (228) 
Estuary Cod (227) 
Jewfish|4ig) 
Narrow-barred Mackerel (626) 
M 
Pearl Percfi (257) 
Sand Whiting (271) 
Spangled Perch (787) 
Yellowbelly (783) 
Viewing Species 
Yellowfin Tuna (636) 
Beaked Coraltish (449) 
Cook's Soldier-fish (267) 
Barramundi (1951 
Coral Trout (202) 
Queenfish (328) 
Sea Mullet 1508) 
Spotted Javelin-fish (391) 
Threadfin Salmon (531) 
Yellow Sweetlip (397) 
Moon WMSse(564) 
Barracuda (526) 
Coronation Trout (199) 
Black Marlin (6451 
Dolphin-fish (329) 
Green Job-fish (367) Hussar (353) Iodine Bream (407) 
Crab 
Species 
Spanner Crab (820) 
Spiny-back Trumpet-fist) 1187) T w o ^ i R Atiemone-fish (482) Two-spot Coralflsh (460) 
Poisonous Species (Not recommended for eating) 
Unicorn Surgeon-fish (611) 
Cleaner-fish (566) 
Red-bellied Fusilier (360) 
Vagabond Butterffy-fish (477) 
Chinaman-fish (692) 
Dangerous Species 
Blue Catfish (119) 
Black-tip Shark (56) 
Giant Toadfish (704) 
Butterfly 
Estuarine Stonefish (724) Happy Moment (617) 
White-spot Moray Eel (109) 
F i s h R e f e r e n c e The fish identification photos and 
names have been reproduced from Guide to Fishes by 
E.M. Grant M.Sc. 1982 edition. The relevant page 
number for each fish is given after its name (e.g., 195) 
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Marine Parks 
Marine parks are areas of special significance. 
They may be declared to protect a coral reef 
community, a mangrove forest or an area of 
mud flats and seagrass important for birds, 
turtles or dugong. More importantly, marine 
parks provide a means of controlling the use of 
marine and estuarine areas. 
Queensland has some of the most outstanding 
marine and estuarine resources in the world. 
Demands on those resources for fishing, tourism, 
recreation, mariculture and land reclamation are 
escalating rapidly. Marine parks are a 
commitment to ensure balanced use and 
permanent conservation of reefs and wetlands 
for the enjoyment of people now and for 
future generations. 
The Queensland and Commonwealth 
governments are working together to develop 
and manage complementary marine parks and to 
manage offshore resources. Two of the earliest 
marine areas protected in Australia and also the 
world were established by the Queensland 
government at Green and Heron Islands. These 
areas of total protection safeguard coral reefs 
around these important tourist islands. 
Most reefs and waters offshore from 
Queensland were included in the Great Barrier 
Reef Marine Park, established by the 
Commonwealth government in the late 1970s. 
The Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority is 
the statutory authority responsible for the 
protection, wise use, understanding and 
enjoyment of the Great Barrier Reef This 
marine park was based on a different 
management philosophy, providing for multiple 
use achieved through zoning rather than total 
protection. 
The Great Barrier Reef Marine Park is 
divided into zones, from regions catering for 
tourist and recreational activities to small areas 
set aside for research and total preservation. For 
more information see the maps on pages 46 to 51. 
Queensland's marine parks legislation has been 
amended to allow state marine parks to be based 
also on the zoning concept. The Queensland and 
Commonwealth governments have agreed to 
establish complementary marine parks providing 
for mirror zonings where necessary to avoid 
confusion at the interface between the respective 
areas of jurisdiction. 
Marine parks and fisheries 
Commercial fisheries within marine parks require 
specialised management and are handled 
predominantly by the Queensland Fish 
Management Authority and the Department of 
Primary Industries. 
As marine parks are set aside for multiple use. 
fishing is restricted in some zones in favour of 
other uses. In zoning marine parks, every effort 
is made to minimise the impact of these 
restrictions on established fishing areas. 
Many estuarine areas of importance to 
fisheries have been protected by a system of 
reserves under the Fisheries Act. In some 
instances, wetland areas with conservation value 
for water birds and other wildlife, or which cater 
for multiple uses apart from their fisheries value, 
are protected as fisheries reserves and as marine 
parks. 
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Butterfly cod 
Damsel fish 
The Queensland National Parks and Wildlife 
Service, the Queensland government's nature 
conservation authority, is primarily responsible 
for Queensland marine parks. The Service is also 
responsible for managing the many island 
national parks off the Queensland coast and for 
protecting sea birds and other native fauna. 
The Queensland National Parks and Wildlife 
Service is examining other tidal lands and tidal 
waters to ensure optimum use and preservation 
of reef environments. Where an area appears 
suitable as a marine park, public opinion is 
sought. A draft zoning plan is then prepared and 
released for comment and the zoning plan is 
subsequently finalised and the marine park 
declared. 
Marine parks will play an increasingly 
important role in the future in protecting marine 
and estuarine areas for tourism, recreation, 
fishing and conservation. Management of marine 
parks relies greatly on public support and 
particularly on the responsible attitude of the 
thousands of people who visit the Reef yearly. 
National Parks 
Queensland's national parks are managed by the 
Queensland National Parks and Wildlife Service 
to achieve permanent preservation of their 
natural environments. This means that human 
interference is kept to a minimum at all times, 
to allow evolution of the park to occur naturally. 
Some parks are totally undeveloped and used 
extensively for scientific and archeological 
purposes. Others have fragile environments and 
are not open to public use. However, the beauty 
of Queensland's extensive national park network 
is for everyone's enjoyment and recreation and 
tourism are encouraged as much as possible. 
Camping is allowed in most parks by permit, 
but only large staffed parks have camping 
grounds. Facilities include toilets, showers 
(usually cold), barbecues, fireplaces and picnic 
tables. From six to twelve weeks notice is 
required to book camp sites and bookings are 
usually heavy at peak times, such as Christmas 
and Easter. Bush camping is allowed in some of 
the larger parks away from walking tracks and 
picnic facilities. 
Hotels, motels, guest houses and resorts have 
been excluded from mainland national parks, 
although quite a few resorts have been 
established next to parks. Many island resorts 
operate on or adjacent to national parks. 
Some parks are less vulnerable to the effects of 
human use and these have been developed for 
nature-based recreation. Walking tracks provide 
access to major attractions. More than 750 
kilometres of walking tracks have been 
constructed in Queensland national parks. 
Brochures and national park information 
centres provide information on the park 
environment and rangers often take groups on 
guided walks during the day and spotlighting at 
night. 
Strict park rules and regulations are essential 
for effective park management— 
• No domestic animals (cats, dogs, horses) 
are allowed. 
• All plants, animals and natural features, 
living or non-living, are protected. Please 
do not disturb them in any way. Collection 
or removal of plant material, rocks, or 
wildlife is not permitted. 
Cape Tribulation National Park 
• Preferably use a fuel stove. Firewood for 
campers is provided in some parks. Where 
fireplaces are provided they must be used— 
open fires are not allowed. 
• No firearms or any other weapons are 
allowed. 
• Quiet enjoyment of the parks' attractions is 
encouraged. Generators and compressors 
may be used only at a few remote parks. 
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Popular national and environmental parks 
SOUTH-EAST REGION 
Brisbane Forest Park national parks 
Moreton Island 
Blue Lake — Stradbroke Island 
Tamborine Mountain 
St Helena Island 
' Burleigh Head 
Sprlngbrook 
Natural Arch 
i Lamington — Binna Burra 
— Green Mountains 
Pine Ridge EP 
Mt French 
Main Range — Cunningham's Gap 
Bunya Mountains 
Crows Nest Falls 
Ravensbourne 
Glass House Mountains 
Kondalilla/Mapleton Falls 
Noosa 
Cooloola — Noosa River 
— Freshwater 
— Double Island Point 
Great Sandy — Fraser Island — Dundubara 
— Wathumba 
- Waddy Point 
CAPRICORN REGION 
Woodgate 
Mon Repos EP 
Cania Gorge 
Keppel Group 
Capricornia — Heron Island 
— North West Island 
— Lady Musgrave 
— Tryon Island, Masthead Island 
Capricorn Coast 
Eurimbula 
Mt Archer EP 
MACKAY REGION 
Cape Hillsborough 
Eungella — Broken River 
— Finch Hatton Gorge 
Cumberland Group — Brampton Island 
— other islands 
Cape Palmerston 
Whitsunday — other islands 
— Conway 
— Molle Group 
— Henning, Hook Islands, Repulse Group 
— Whitsunday Island and Thomas Island 
Gloucester—Saddleback Islands 
TOWNSVILLE REGION 
Bowling Green Bay — general 
- Mt Elliot, Alligator Creek 
Magnetic Island 
Townsvil le Town Common EP 
Mt Spec 
Orpheus Island 
Wallaman Falls 
Hinchinbrook 
Edmund Kennedy 
Dunk Island 
Jourama Falls 
CAIRNS REGION 
Bellenden Ker —general 
— Josephine Falls 
Malanda Falls EP 
Mt Whitf ield EP 
Eubenangee Swamp 
Barron Gorge 
Michaelmas Cay 
Palmerston 
Davies Creek 
Green Island 
Millstream Falls 
Mt Hypipamee 
Lake Barrine 
Lake Eacham 
Chillagoe — Mungana Caves 
CAPE REGION 
Daintree — Mossman Gorge 
— other areas 
Cape Tribulation — Noah's Beach 
— Cape area 
\ — D\V>fti a1e^s 
Cedar Bay 
Lizard Island Group 
Lakefield 
Iron Range 
Rokeby — Archer Bend 
Jardine River — Heathlands 
GULF REGION 
Lawn Hill 
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Brisbane Forest Park 
Moreton Island 
Moggil l 
Tamborine 
St Helena 
Burleigh 
Sprlngbrook 
Natural Arch 
Binna Burra 
Green Mountains 
Pine Ridge 
Boonah 
Main Range 
Bunya Mountains 
Crows Nest 
Crows Nest 
Beerwah 
Gympie 
Noosa 
Elanda 
Rainbow Beach 
Rainbow Beach 
Rainbow Beach 
Rainbow Beach 
Rainbow Beach 
Woodgate 
Mon Repos 
Maryborough 
Yeppoon 
Rockhampton/Gladstone 
Rockhampton/Gladstone 
Rockhampton/Gladstone 
Rockhampton/Gladstone 
Yeppoon 
Gladstone 
Rockhampton 
Seaforth 
Eungella 
Eungella 
Seaforth 
Seaforth 
Mackay 
Conway 
Conway 
Conway 
Conway 
Conway 
Conway 
Mt Elliot 
Mt Elliot 
Magnetic Island 
Townsvi l le 
Paluma 
Ingham 
Ingham 
Cardwell , Ingham 
Edmund Kennedy 
Cardwell 
Ingham 
Josephine Falls 
Josephine Falls 
Cairns 
Cairns 
Josephine Falls 
Cairns 
Cairns 
Palmerston 
Cairns 
Cairns 
Lake Eacham 
Lake Eacham 
Lake Eacham 
Lake Eacham 
Chillagoe 
Cairns 
Cairns 
Cape Tribulation 
Cape Tribulation 
^ C*>f^A<\^vi\a\\<ax\ 
Cairns 
Cairns 
Lakefield 
Cairns 
Rokeby 
Cairns 
Lawn Hill 
B — Boat 
F — Flight 
W - Walking 
U— Unsealed road 
C — Conventional-drive vehicle 
Notes 
BFP fee — Manorina campsite 
Contact Ranger f irst 
Historic area-restricted access. Tours 
Small camp area — Purlingbrook Falls 
Private campsite adjacent 
Not advisable for caravans 
Ranger staff based at Kondalilla 
Toilets, boardwalk at Kinaba/Fig Tree Point 
Access via beach 
Fee — see Fraser Island brochure 
4WD recommended 
Turtles nest Nov-Jan and hatch Jan-Mar 
Campsites at Humpy and North Keppel Islands 
No camping 
Campsite Smalleys Beach — no water 
Campsite Goldsmith Island 
Carry extra fuel and water 
Developed camp Shute Harbour (4 day limit) 
Developed camp North Molle Island 
Several islands 
No camping 
Camping at Big Crystal Creek only 
Best seen from Kuranda train 
Nesting area — access to beach only 
Campground closed 
No camping 
Tour times 9am and 1:30pm 
Phone Cairns — check road condit ions 
V 
Camping limit t w o weeks 
Carry extra fuel and water 
Carry extra fuel and water. No trailers, vans 
Carry extra fuel and water. No trailers, vans 
Carry extra fuel and water. No trailers, vans 
Carry extra fuel and water. No trailers, vans 
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Guide to Resort Islands 
.? Access 
Island name ^ ^ A — by air 
(type of Island) "^ <^ S — by sea hectares 
Distance 
Area to reef 
in Distance from major centre in 
in kilometres kilometres < D V ^ % ^ < < ? ^ V T % 1 < % % ^ 
Accommodation 
type 
Mornington 
(continental island) 
Lizard 
(continental island) 
Green 
(coral cay) 
Fitzroy 
(continental island) 
Dunk 
(continental island) 
Bedarra 
(continental island) 
Hinchinbrook 
(continental island) 
Orpheus 
(continental island) 
John Brewer Reef 
(floating hotel) 
Magnetic 
(continental island) 
Stone 
(continental isiand) 
Hayman 
(continental island) 
Hook 
(continental island) 
Daydream 
(continental island) 
South Molle 
(continental island) 
Long 
(continental island) 
Hamilton 
(continental island) 
Lindeman 
(continental island) 
Newry 
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Note: Transport to the reef is generally available by either launch, 
helicopter or seaplane. Check when making reservations. 
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Fishing 
Coastal Queensland waters offer some of the best 
fishing in Australia. The ocean beaches, estuaries 
and offshore reefs, from the New South Wales 
border through to the northern tip of Fraser 
Island, abound with bream, whiting and flathead 
all year round.This area of South-east 
Queensland is famous for its tailor fishing in the 
winter months. 
Offshore fishing combines the best of the 
southern species such as snapper and pearl perch 
with the tropical fishes sweetlip, red emperor and 
mackerel. Further north the coastal waters, 
estuaries and foreshores are protected by the 
Great Barrier Reef The Reef supports upwards 
of 1 500 different species of fish and some are 
rated among the finest eating fish in the world. 
Coral trout, red emperor, cod, sweetlip and 
mackerel are much sought after by commercial 
and recreational fishermen. Sport and game 
fishermen come to the outer region of the Reef 
to catch prized fighting fish such as marlin, 
sailfish and tuna. 
Game fishing began in Queensland in the 
1950s when huge tiger sharks and white sharks 
were attracted to a whaling station on Moreton 
Island, off" the coast from Brisbane. Queensland's 
capital city is the only port in the world ever to 
jointly hold the heavy tackle records for both 
types of shark. 
Queensland waters also offer excellent sport 
for game fishermen using light tackle. Cape 
Bowling Green near Townsville and Cape 
Moreton near Brisbane arc both renowned as 
light tackle billfish grounds. Flocks of gulls 
feeding on shoals of bait fish often signal 
concentrations of small black marlin and sail 
fish. 
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Barramundi 
However, the real game fishing prize is the 
huge marlin. In 1966, Cairns became the marlin 
capital of the world when a 1 064 pound black 
marlin was caught off" the coast there. Many 
more species of game fish can be caught in deep 
off"shore waters. 
Charter boats are available in all ports along 
the coast to take fishing enthusiasts to the Reef 
for sport or pleasure. These boats supply 
everything including bait and tackle. Boating and 
fishing are favourite pastimes of people living in 
coastal Queensland and there are more than 
25 000 privately registered boats between 
Bundaberg and Cooktown. The coastal waters 
teem with all kinds of fish—coral trout, sweetlip. 
perch, parrot and red emperor. 
There are also plenty of fish to be caught 
along coastal beaches and rivers. A variety of 
table and sports fish abound where estuary 
waters meet the surf Bream, whiting and 
flathead are found along the coast and are 
among the more common estuary fish. The 
central Queensland region provides threadfin 
salmon, grunter, fingermark and jcwfish for the 
shore and estuary angler. 
Queensland's famous barramundi can be 
caught in most of the mainland streams north of 
Gladstone and it frequents both the salt and 
freshwater areas. Closed seasons and bag limits 
apply to this species. 
Freshwater angling is growing in popularity 
following a very successful stocking program by 
the Department of Primary Industries. 
Freshwater reservoirs on both sides of the Great 
Dividing Range have been stocked with 
yellowbelly and silver perch, with murray cod 
being successfully restocked in western areas. In 
the north, barramundi fingerlings have thrived in 
the Tinaroo and Copperlode Dams with the fish 
reaching legal size in 12 months. All these 
species occur naturally in Queensland waterways 
and can be caught using earthworms, shrimps or 
freshwater crayfish. Artificial lures are used 
extensively by sportfishing enthusiasts. 
It is important to wear protective clothing 
when fishing from the northern shorelines or 
wading in northern rivers. Marine stingers are 
present in northern waters in summer. Their 
sting is extremely painful and can be fatal. 
Crocodiles, stingrays and sharks also frequent 
these areas and care should be taken at all times. 
Helpful hints for fishing and crabbing 
Common types of fish 
Common name 
Barramundi 
Bream 
(Yellowfin and Pikey) 
Dart 
(Swallowtail) 
Flathead 
Jewfish 
(Mulloway) 
Queenfish 
(Leatherskin) 
Luderick 
(Blackfish) 
Spotted Javelin 
(Grunter) 
Tailor 
Threadfin Salmon 
Whiting 
(Summer) 
Whiting 
(Winter) 
Cod 
(all saltwater types) 
Coral Trout 
Mackerel 
(Spanish) 
Mackerel 
(School and Spotted) 
Parrot 
(Tusk Fish) 
Red Emperor 
Scarlet Sea Perch 
(Nannygai) 
Snapper 
Sweetlip 
Trevally 
Sleepy Cod 
Sooty Grunter 
(Black Bream) 
Popular baits 
live bait and lures 
yabbies, worms 
yabbies, worms, eugarie 
flesh baits, small fish 
and lures 
WA pilchards, flesh baits 
flesh baits and lures 
green weed 
flesh baits and lures 
WA pilchards 
flesh baits and lures 
worms, yabbies 
worms 
flesh baits 
flesh baits 
whole fish and lures 
WA pilchards and lures 
flesh baits 
flesh baits 
flesh baits 
WA pilchards, flesh baits 
flesh baits 
all baits and lures 
shrimps, crayfish, small 
fish 
all baits and lures 
Suggested tackle 
Line(kg) Hooks 
7 3 / 0 - 5 / 0 
3 No.2 
5 No.2 
4 1 / 0 - 5 / 0 
10 3 / 0 - 6 / 0 
7 3 / 0 - 5 / 0 
3 N o . 6 - 8 
7 1 / 0 - 3 / 0 
7 3 / 0 - 5 / 0 
7 3 / 0 - 5 / 0 
3 N o . 3 - 4 
3 No. 6 
1 0 - 2 0 3 / 0 - 6 / 0 
1 0 - 2 0 3 / 0 - 6 / 0 
15 5 / 0 - 8 / 0 
10 3 / 0 - 5 / 0 
5 - 1 0 1 / 0 - 5 / 0 
1 0 - 2 0 4 / 0 - 8 / 0 
1 0 - 2 0 4 / 0 - 8 / 0 
1 0 - 2 0 2 / 0 - 8 / 0 
1 0 - 2 0 2 / 0 - 8 / 0 
5 - 1 0 2 / 0 - 4 / 0 
5 - 1 0 2 / 0 - 4 / 0 
5 - 1 0 1 / 0 - 3 / 0 
Rod 
estuary 
estuary 
light surf 
estuary 
estuary or 
surf 
estuary 
estuary 
estuary 
estuary or 
surf 
estuary 
estuary 
estuary or 
handline 
game or 
handline 
game or 
handline 
game 
light game 
light game 
or handline 
deep sea or 
handline 
deep sea or 
handline 
deep sea or 
handline 
deep sea or 
handline 
deep sea or 
handline 
estuary or 
handline 
estuary or 
handline 
Time of year 
S e p t - M a y 
closed Nov 1-Jan31 
all year 
all year 
O c t - F e b 
Mar—Aug 
July—Sept 
July—Sept 
all year 
Jan—Sept 
Mar—June 
Sept—Mar 
May—Oct 
all year 
Sept -Mar 
all year 
Aug —Mar 
all year 
May—Sept 
May—Sept 
Jan—July 
all year 
all year 
Sept -May 
all year 
General fishing areas 
estuaries and freshwater 
estuaries and ocean beaches 
ocean beaches 
estuaries 
estuaries and ocean beaches 
estuaries and inshore waters 
estuaries 
estuaries and inshore waters 
ocean beaches and estuaries 
estuaries and inshore waters 
ocean beaches and estuaries 
inshore bays 
estuaries and reefs 
coral reefs 
offshore waters 
offshore and inshore waters 
coral reefs 
offshore waters and reefs 
offshore waters and reefs 
offshore waters and reefs 
reefs 
all areas 
freshwater streams and lakes 
freshwater streams and lakes 
Geographical location 
Rockhampton to NT border 
NSW border to NT border 
NSW border to Sandy Cape 
NSW border to NT border 
NSW border to NT border 
Gladstone to NT border 
NSW border to Maryborough 
Gladstone to NT border 
NSW border to Sandy Cape 
Bundaberg to NT border 
NSW border to NT border 
NSW border to Maryborough 
NSW border to NT border 
Maryborough to NT border 
NSW border to NT border 
NSW border to NT border 
NSW border to NT border 
Sandy Cape to NT border 
Rockhampton to NT border 
NSW border to Rockhampton 
NSW border to NT border 
NSW border to NT border 
Rockhampton to NT border 
Mackay to NT border 
Common types of crabs 
Mud crab 
Sand crab 
Spanner crab 
fish backbones 
fish backbones 
fish backbones 
crab pots, dillies 
handline, suicide nets 
handline, suicide nets 
Sept—April 
Sept—April 
all year 
estuaries 
estuaries and inshore waters 
offshore waters 
NSW border to NT border 
NSW border to NT border 
NSW border to Sandy Cape 
'I' >3^J 
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Boating 
Boating conditions along Queensland's coast vary 
from the ocean swells in the south to the 
sheltered reef waters in the north and the Gulf 
of Carpentaria. Facilities along the coastline cater 
for all types of boats, whether it's a small 
dinghy, a trailer boat or a large yacht. 
Principal ports are serviced by marinas or 
mooring areas and boat ramps. Hire boats, 
ranging from the three metre tinnie to luxury 
charter and game fishing boats, are available at 
major ports, towns and cities. 
Southern Queensland waters offer sheltered 
estuaries and open ocean. Many of the bars in 
this area are hazardous unless conditions are 
nearly perfect and bar crossings in these cases 
are not recommended for anyone without local 
knowledge. Safe entrances exist where vessels can 
enter or depart in reasonable weather conditions 
on most tides. These are artificial entrances, such 
as the Southport Seaway and the Mooloolaba 
Boat Harbour, or natural sheltered entrances 
such as the top end of Moreton Island and 
Sandy Cape. 
Voluntary organisations such as the Air Sea 
Rescue and Coast Guard can assist with local 
information. They also monitor set radio 
frequencies for any distress calls and broadcast 
weather reports and other boating information. 
These organisations exist right along the coast, 
and can be contacted by boat radio on the 
relevant frequency. Sunmap fishing guides list 
the frequencies used in various locations 
throughout Queensland. 
The sheltered waters behind the Great Barrier 
Reef are suitable for all types of craft. The 
coastal waters are protected by the inshore reefs 
and larger vessels are able to venture further and 
safely explore outer reef areas. Continental 
islands between the Reef and the mainland offer 
safe anchorages and shelter from rough weather. 
Fishing the mangroves 
Many of the coral reefs have lagoons where 
boats can be safely anchored. Detailed charts of 
much of the Great Barrier Reef are not available 
and care should be taken at all times to avoid 
coral outcrops. It is safe to travel in uncharted 
waters only during daylight hours and it is most 
advisable to keep a sharp lookout at all times. 
Major navigation routes are defined on small-
craft charts and these are essential for safe 
boating in Queensland's coastal waters. Trailer 
boat fishermen should seek local knowledge 
before boating in creeks and rivers or heading 
out to sea. 
North of Cooktown and through the Gulf of 
Carpentaria, long distances separate populated 
centres and boat owners should be prepared to 
cope with these isolated conditions. 
The direction and strength of the winds along 
the coast determine boating conditions. 
Boat users should check Bureau of 
Meteorology information before proceeding. 
Specific requirements under law make certain 
equipment and licences mandatory for boating in 
Queensland waters. Information on regulations 
and licences is available from any office of the 
Department of Harbours and Marine. 
Boating safety 
1. Carry safety equipment. 
2. Carry approved life jackets. 
3. Tell someone where you are going. 
4. Know the rules, local regulations and distress 
signals. 
5. Watch the weather. 
6. Don't overload the boat. 
7. Carry sufficient fuel and water. 
8. Guard against fire. 
9. Ensure engine reliability. 
10. Don't mix alcohol and boating. 
Small-craft charts should be used at all times 
when navigating coastal waters. These charts are 
produced by the Department of Harbours and 
Marine and show safe passages through reefs, 
bars and channels. Small-craft charts are sold at 
Sunmap Centres and agencies, and boat shops. 
Diving 
Covering an area of about 345 000 square 
kilometres, the Great Barrier Reef is the largest 
marine park in the world. It offers endless 
opportunities for snorkelling and diving. 
This maze of beautiful coral hosts an 
enormous variety of fish and other marine 
creatures. Divers estimate that it would take at 
least a thousand dives to see the highlights. 
Snorkelling and diving can be enjoyed just 
about anywhere along the Queensland coast. The 
coral reefs stretch from Fraser Island to New 
Guinea and extend to the edge of the continental 
shelf 
A mask and snorkel are all that is required to 
experience the underwater world of the Great 
Barrier Reef Add a pair of fins and the Reef can 
be explored further. Snorkellers can hover over 
the reefs and share in the fascinating world of 
waving coral and colourful fish. 
Diving can be enjoyed all year round along 
the Queensland coast. The Great Barrier Reef 
offers varying diving experiences from 
snorkelling in shallow sun-drenched lagoons to 
diving in deep water near vertical coral walls. 
Charter boat captains are familiar with the Reef 
and know the good dive spots and the dangers. 
There are few suitable locations for shallow 
reef diving south of Fraser Island. However, 
scuba divers have a number of wrecks to explore 
in deep waters off" the coast of South-east 
Queensland. 
Facilities for diving and learning to dive are 
available in every major town and city along the 
coast. Many day tours from the mainland ports 
feature snorkelling as part of their package. 
Shallow water snorkelling is the most popular 
diving activity for tourists, especially over coral 
areas adjacent to reef resorts. Some divers start 
at the coastal shores and others enter the water 
from boats anchored over offshore reefs. Many 
resorts offer tuition courses for people wishing to 
go scuba diving. 
Diver with cod 
Travel agents can supply details of diving 
holidays, including tours on live-in charter 
vessels. Diving activities can be included in most 
reef holiday itineraries, arranged in advance 
through travel agents. 
Careful preparation is vital in diving. The 
chief requirement is to be medically fit. Many 
dive leaders insist on evidence of a recent diving 
orientated medical examination. There are many 
safety rules associated with diving and people 
must ensure that these precautions are strictly 
followed. 
Knowledge of local rules is also extremely 
important. The recognised diving flag in 
Australia is the international flag code A. a blue 
and white swallow-tailed burgee. The flag should 
always be flown when divers or snorkellers are 
in the water. The size of the diving flag should 
be a minimum of one metre by one metre, so 
that it can be easily seen. 
Any of the local travel agencies or government 
tourist bureaus can supply more detailed 
information on diving holidays in Queensland. 
45 ^ 
Dangerous Marine Creatures 
Shells and corals 
All cone shells should be left alone, as some are 
poisonous and it is difficult to distinguish them 
from the non-poisonous varieties. Numerous 
varieties of sea urchins can inflict pain and coral 
cuts are prone to infection unless thoroughly 
cleaned. As a rule it is best not to touch 
anything unidentifiable. 
Blue ringed octopus 
These animals are prevalent throughout 
Queensland coastal waters. They tend to frequent 
rock pools and live in discarded shells or rubble. 
When disturbed, they exhibit electric blue rings 
or stripes and their bite can cause severe 
respiratory interference or even death. It is likely 
that artificial respiration will be necessary soon 
after the bite occurs and medical attention 
should be sought immediately. 
Sharks 
Many varieties of shark occur in Queensland 
waters from the upper reaches of the rivers to 
the deep waters of the Continental Shelf 
Reports of shark attacks are rare, but caution 
should be exercised when swimming or wading. 
Crocodiles 
There are two species in Queensland waters, the 
freshwater crocodile and the estuarine crocodile. 
The freshwater crocodile is not considered 
dangerous, but the estuarine or saltwater 
crocodile poses a threat to people in the 
northern areas of Queensland. It frequents most 
coastal streams and freshwater swamps north of 
Rockhampton. 
Observe all warning signs and do not swim or 
camp near waters where crocodiles are likely to 
live. 
Stonefish 
Stonefish have large dorsal spines capable of 
penetrating light shoes. Venom is then injected 
into subsequent injuries to the foot. Although 
the dorsal spine is the main danger, stonefish 
should not be handled in any way. The venom 
injected can cause severe pain or even death, so 
seek medical attention immediately and try to 
keep the patient quiet. 
Stonefish are common right along the 
Queensland coastline and prefer broken weed, 
rock and coral bottoms. Natural camouflage 
renders them almost invisible in these 
surroundings. Minimise the chance of injury by 
wearing heavy solid shoes for reef walking. 
Rays 
Sting rays are reasonably prevalent in the 
shallow coastal areas and the sandy reef flats, 
but the chance of being stung is remote. 
The rays usually move away and injuries only 
occur when they are being handled or are 
accidentally stepped on. Their sting is not 
normally fatal, but medical treatment should be 
sought immediately. 
Sea snakes 
These abound in the areas of the Reef and 
adjacent coastal waters, with 32 different species 
being identified in northern Australian waters. 
They are not naturally aggressive and attacks on 
humans are rare. However, their venom is lethal. 
Seek urgent medical attention if bitten. 
Poisonous fish 
Most species of fish have spines which can inflict 
a nasty wound or cut. Some of the varieties also 
have spines with associated poison sacs which 
can cause discomfort. The more common of 
these are butterfly cod, happy moments, scorpion 
cod rays and all species of catfish. When 
handling any fish, use gloves and try to avoid 
skin contact. 
Jellyfish 
There are many varieties of jellyfish and most 
are capable of inflicting a painful sting. The most 
dangerous is the box jellyfish. Its severe sting 
can prove fatal. The box jellyfish is generally 
only found in coastal waters north of 
Rockhampton during the summer months, but 
care should be taken at all times. 
Keep jellyfish sting victims calm and bathe the 
affected area liberally with household vinegar. 
This helps neutralise the venom release 
mechanism. Do not rub the affected area as this 
will cause more venom to be released. Do not 
handle the tentacles with unprotected hands. In 
the event of a bad attack, resuscitation may be 
necessary and medical attention should be 
sought immediately. 
First Aid 
First Aid Kit 
Your first aid kit should include the following 
items: 
1 pair of scissors 
1 packet of safety pins 
1 roll of sticking plaster 
1 packet plaster dressing strips 
Assorted bandages 
2 triangular bandages 
1 packet sterile gauze squares 5cm x 5cm 
Syrup of Ipecac 100ml 
1 bottle of vinegar. 
Cuts 
Clean the area around the cut well with soap and 
water. Remove any foreign material. Apply 
antiseptic solution to the surrounding area. Seal 
small cuts with adhesive plaster. For larger cuts 
apply an appropriately sized sterile dressing and 
bandage firmly to lessen bleeding. 
Burns 
Immediately flood the burnt area for about ten 
minutes to limit tissue damage. Cover burnt area 
with loose clean dry cloth to prevent contamination. 
Do not - break blisters; peel adherent clothing; 
apply lotions, ointments, creams or powders. 
These make assessment difficult. 
Expired Air Resuscitation 
Commence immediately in all cases when breathing has stopped 
Clear the airway 
Turn patient on side, tilt 
head back with face 
turned towards ground. 
Quickly clean mouth of 
foreign material. 
Check for breathing 
Watch for movement of 
the lower chest and 
abdomen. Listen and 
feel for escape of air 
from nose and mouth. 
If patient is breathing 
leave lying on side. If 
not turn onto back. 
Tilt 
Kneel beside patient's 
head. Place palm of 
hand on top of head .tilt 
head back. Support 
chin with knuckle of 
middle finger, with 
fingers clear of neck and 
jaw. 
w 1 
Blow 
Take a deep breath, 
place open mouth over 
patient's slightly open 
mouth, sealing nose with 
cheek. Blow to inflate 
patient's lungs. Look 
for chest to rise. 
Look, Listen and Feel 
Following inflation of 
lungs lift mouth and feel 
and listen for air being 
exhaled from mouth and 
nose. Repeat this cycle 
15 times/minute (20 
times/minute for 
children) 
Recovery position 
Once patient can breathe 
they should be nursed 
on their side and a check 
kept of airway, 
breathing and 
circulation. 
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N O T E : This map outlines the Proposed Zoning Plan for the Mackay/Capricorn Section which may come in to effect in 1988. 
Map supplied by the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority 
The Great Barrier Reef Marine Park 
The Great Barrier Reef is the largest system of 
corals and associated life forms anywhere in the 
world. The Reef is recognised not only in 
Australia, but throughout the world, as a very 
special place. It is almost entirely contained 
within a marine park and is inscribed on the 
World Heritage List to protect its natural beauty 
and its bewildering array of plants and animals. 
The Great Barrier Reef Marine Park was 
established in 1975 and covers an area of about 
350,000 square kilometres on the Australian 
continental shelf—larger than the states of 
Victoria and Tasmania combined! The marine 
park stretches from the tip of Cape York to just 
below Lady Elliot Island in the south (latitude 
24°30'). 
The concept of the marine park is based upon 
a balance between the conservation of the Reef 
and its prolific animal and plant life and 
reasonable use by fishermen, collectors, charter 
operators, tourists, scientists and others. 
To protect the Reef, mining (except for 
approved research purposes) and oil drilling are 
strictly prohibited. Commercial spearfishing and 
spearfishing with underwater breathing apparatus 
are also prohibited. 
CARE AND PROTECTION THROUGH ZONING 
The Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority 
has, together with he Australian community, 
developed Zoning Plans which help manage the 
Great Barrier Reef Zoning helps to separate 
activities which may conflict with each other and 
helps balance human use with conservation. To 
achieve this balance the Marine Park is divided 
into Sections, with each Section divided into a 
number of 'zones'. 
A Zoning Plan defines the range of activities 
which may take place within each zone. Whilst 
most activities are permitted, some are restricted 
or prohibited in particular zones. 
The classifications of zones used in the Marine 
Park are: 
General use 'A' zone 
Least restrictive of the zones, this provides for 
all reasonable uses, including shipping and 
trawling. Prohibited activities are mining, oil 
drilling, commercial spearfishing and spearfishing 
with underwater breathing apparatus. 
General use 'B' zone 
Provides for reasonable use, including most 
commercial and recreational activities. Trawling 
and general shipping are prohibited as well as 
those activities not allowed in general use 'A' 
zone. 
Marine National Park 'A' zone 
Provides for Reef appreciation and recreational 
use, including limited line fishing. Fishing is 
restricted to one line with one hook per person. 
(When trolling for pelagic species more than one 
line may be used.) Some commercial fishing is 
allowed with certain gear restrictions. 
Spearfishing and collecting are prohibited, as well 
as those activities not allowed in general use 'B' 
zone. 
Marine National Park 'B' zone 
Provides for appreciation and enjoyment of areas 
in their relatively undisturbed state. It is a 'look 
but don't take' zone. Fishing and all other 
activities which remove natural resources are 
prohibited. 
Scientific Research zone 
Set aside exclusively for scientific research with a 
permit. Entry and use for other reasons is 
prohibited. 
Preservation zone 
Provides for the preservation of areas in an 
undistured state. All entry is prohibited, except 
in an emergency, or for permitted scientific 
research which cannot be conducted elsewhere. 
Restrictions on use and entry may be applied 
from time to time to some areas. A reef 
appreciation area for example, provides around a 
small area some heavily used reefs in which the 
public may observe a relatively undisturbed 
marine life. Introduction of restrictions are 
widely advertised before they come into effect. 
Replenishment Areas 
May be closed to fishing and collecting for 
specified periods to allow stocks of fish, shells, 
coral and other living things to replenish. 
Defence Areas 
Entry may be restricted during defence 
operations, in the interest of public safety. 
Special Management Areas (not 
indicated on maps) 
Such areas may be declared to enable managers 
of the marine park to deal with unforeseen needs 
and changing patterns of use. 
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Gazetteer to Maps 
Towns and Localities 
Name 
Abercorn 
Abergowrie . . 
Actand 
Advancetown 
Aeroglen 
Agnes Waters 
Airlie Beach, . 
Albany Creek 
Aldershot 
Alexandra Headland 
Alexandra Hilis . 
Alligator Creek . 
Allingtiam 
Allora . . . . 
Allowoy . . . 
Almaden . . . 
Almoola . . . 
Aiooga 
Aloomba . . . 
Alva 
Amamoor . , 
Amberley 
Ambrose 
Aminungo . , , 
Amity 
Andergrove. . -
Andoom . . . 
Anglers Paradise 
Annandale . . 
Antigua 
Apple Tree Creek 
Aromora 
Arotula 
Arctier 
Argoon 
Arkendeitti , . 
Armstrong Beach 
Armuna 
Aspley 
Atherton , . 
Aurukun . . 
Avondale . . . 
Ayr 
Ayton 
Babinda 
Baddow 
Baffle 
Bajool 
Bakers Creek 
Bclarrgan 
Balberra 
Boll Bay . 
Balook . . 
Bamaga 
Bambaroo 
Ban Ban Springs 
Banana. 
Bancroft 
Banora Point 
Barolaba 
Barombah 
Bargara 
Barmundu 
Barratto 
Bortle Frere 
Bouhinia 
Bauple . , 
Beachmere 
Beaudesert 
Beaver Rock 
Beechmont 
Beenleigh 
Beerburrum 
BeervL'oh 
Bell . . . . 
Bellara . . 
Bellenden Kei 
Bemerside 
Benoraby 
Benorkin 
Berojondo 
Biboohrd 
Bldv^ill . . 
Biggenden 
Biloela . . 
Bilwon , . 
Bilyan 
Bilydna . . 
Bindaree 
Bingee . . 
Bingera . , 
Bingham 
Bingil Bay 
Biralee 
Birkdale. . 
Birri Lodge 
Birthambd 
Black Mountai 
Blackbutt 
Blockmount 
Blacks Beach 
Bloomsburry 
Blue Range 
Bluewater 
Bluff 
Booga . . 
BobdVL'abd 
Boigu 
Bolingbroke 
Bonavisto 
Bondoola 
Bongaree 
Boogargon 
Boolboondd 
Boolburra 
Booloongie 
Boonah. . 
Boonara 
Boondoome 
Boonooroo 
Booral . . 
Bootooloo 
Booyal , . 
Boreen . . 
Bororen , , 
Bouldercombe , 
Boundary Hill 
Bowen 
Bowenville . , , 
Boyne Island 
Boyneddle . . 
Boyneside . . 
Boys Town . . 
Brae fvleodows 
Braeside 
Bramston Beach 
Brandon 
Briaba 
Brighton . . . 
Brigoodd . . . 
Brisbane . . , 
Broddbeach 
Broadmount 
Broddwdter 
Bromelton 
Brookfield 
Brooklands . 
Brookstead , 
Brooloo . , , 
Brooweena . 
Broughton 
Browns Plains 
Bubialo , . . 
Bucasia. . . 
Bucca . . . 
Buchan . . , 
Buddina 
Builyan . . . 
Bullyard, , . 
Bulwer . . , 
Bunddberg , 
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